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Resisting the powers that be is forbidden by God. 

It is an omimous sign when high church dignitaries 
commit this sin. “The powers that be are ordained 
of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, 
resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist 
shall reteiveto: théemselyes condemnation” (Rom. 13: 
1, 2). The Sunday Seheol Times has commented on 
the lawlessness ofthe Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York, who ntly. told the churches of the Anglican 
Communion that,-although Parliament had refused to 
permit the proposed changes in the Prayer Book, any 
individual church wishing to adopt the changes ‘could 
tly do-so. Sir William Joynson-Hicks, the Brit- 

hh Home. Secretary, courageously prctested against 
this lawless advice and again ‘stood openly for the 
evangelical Christian faith as he has often done before, 
the Bishop of London asked. the clergy of his 

to authorize the use of the Revised Prayer Book, 


en 
aw majority voted Him down and stood the 
= authority of the law. And now the Associated Press 


cables from London to the newspapets: “Undeterred 
‘vote of the majority of the clergy in his diocese, the 
ellen London has determined to permit perpetual 

servation of the sacrament. ... In a letter to the 
clergy of 160 churehes in the. London diocese where 
reservation has been practiced, although it is tech- 





nically illegal, the Bishop directed them to continue_ 


reservation.” So the anarchy of this high church 
dignitary is outspoken, deliberate, and persistent. The 
Toronto Globe says editorially that it “cannot be 


viewed with anything ‘but grave concern,” and that “it. 


takes little imagination to visualize what the state of 


the country would be if every man followed to its. 


logical conclusion the example set him by~this high- 
placed ecclesiastic and simply did that which was right 
in his own eyes, regardless of existing laws.” That 
was the condifion of Israel in her most chaotic period, 
when “every man did that which was right in his 
Own eyes” (Judg. 17:6). It is the condition predicted 
for “the last days” by the Holy Spirit when he says 


* anything, 


that “men ghall be .. . traitors, heady, highminded, 
. « » having a form. of godliness; but denying the 
power thereof” (2 Tim. 3:1-5)+: Let us be “subject 
unto the higher powers,” knowing that they are or- 
dained by him who is “the head: over all things to 
the church” (Eph. 1: 22): 
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The Miracle of Wisdom 
; “Life is the gift of nature, but beautiful living is 
the gift of wisdom.” So declares the human philoso- 
But philosophy, while it may give us this im- 
portant axiom, cannot give us the formtila for the 
wisdom that produces beautiful living. In the Word 
of God alone we find the source of wisdom, the de- 
scription of wisdom, and the sure way to acquire it. 
In James 3:17 we are told that true wisdom is from 
above. In Colossians 2:3 we learn that in Christ 
“are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 
In « Corinthi 1:30 we are assuted that God has 
made Christ unto us wisdom, Thus we find that 
Christ is the source of wisdom. And God’s descrip- 
tion of wisdom is quite unlike any we find in human 
ghilosopty for the “wisdom that is from above is 
rst pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be en- 
treated, full of mercy and good fruits, without par- 
tiality, and. without hypocrisy.” We cannot. secure 
this wisdom by earning it, nor do we deserve it. It 
is all of grace. Like our salvation, it is a gift of 
God’s great love. “We receive it by asking for it. 
“Lf any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
‘giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and 
it shall be given him.” Perhaps the most notable case 
f a man who prayed for wisdom is that of Solomon. 
fn : appeared to him and said: “Ask what 
Ls ! nen replied: “Give me now 


nd: tenes ledge... tha J tiay..go out and come 
in before’ this : tor who can judge this~ 

people, that is so ?” “And the»speech pleased 
the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing.” God 
replied, “Wisdom and knowledge is granted unto thee” ; 
but also God promised and gave to Solomon exceeding 
abundantly above all that he asked or thought, for he 
gave him-also “riches, and- wealth, and hondur, such 
as none of the kings have had that have been before 
thee, neither shall there any after thee have the like.” 
As with Solomon, so with us, God is pleased to honor 


the prayer for wisdom. Centuries later Paul prayed 
for the converts of the infant church at Colosse, “We 
. » «do net cease to pray foryou, and to desire that 
ye might be ‘filled’ with the <knowledge of his will in 
all wisdom and spiritual understanding.” Christ 
places the capstone on all-this in the parable of the 
two foundations, where he declares that this divine 
wisdom lays ant’ immovable foundation for life. 
“Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, 
and doeth them, I will liken him.unto a wise man, 
which built his house upon a rock: and the rain de- 
scended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and 
beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was 
founded ‘upon a rock.” 


a 
‘A Call to Thanksgiving 


Christian forbearance must have been sorely tried 
at being required te—pray for such an Emperor as 
Nero. Yet Paul exhorts “that, first of all, supplica- 
tions, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be 
made... for kings, and for all that are in authority” 
(1 Tim. 2:1, 2). If the Christian subjects of that day 
could mingle thamks with their intercessions, how the 
heart of God’s people in this day and land should be 
lifted in gratitude at the humble, devout message lately 
issued by the President-elect when he declared that he 
felt no exultation in his hour of victory, but only a 
“sense of solemn responsibility for the future and of 
complete dependence upon divine guidance.” God for- 
bid that the Christian people of the land should fail 
to unite their prayers with his that divine guidance 
may indeed be brought to bear upon the critical prob- 
lems of the hour. Prayer for the government and 
for those who administer it is apt to become a per- 
functory performance, delegated for the most part to 
the minister in the pulpit. Many Christians rejoiced 


that-My, Hoover on his recent trip to his voting place 


in ‘the’ West réfused “to* make “any” political..speeches 
on the Lord’s Day, and quietly requested that néisy 
demonstrations be dispensed with in deference to the 
day. Thank God for praying Presidents and for Presi- 
dents who reverence the sanctity of the Lord’s Day! 
Let the church of the Lord Jesus Christ in America 
move to her high privilege.in this hour and stand by 
faithfully in the ministry of intercession and of the 
giving of thanks. ; 


When the Heart is a Quicksand 


NE of the most. heart-breaking experiences that 
ivil-engineers have to face is to find, just when 
they are ready to lay the foundation of some- 
thing, that all must wait because they have struck 
a quicksand, And in the spiritual engineering in 
which we must all be engaged;: whether consciously or 
not, we all. know. far too much of the quicksand in 
the human soul. It may even help to give it a-name. 

The man who cried out long ago, “My heart is 
fixed, O God, my heart is fixed,” knew what the quick- 
sand was and how he had to make over his plans and 
dig -deeper. He was conscious of a state of things 
in himself in which nothing rested, nothing. remained 
firm and dependable, and everything sank and dis- 
appeared. Just.when he was ready to “build more 
stately mansions” for his soul he found nothing on 
which he could safely build. 

We know too well that there are times when the 
best. that God can do for us; the gifts of the society 
and -civilization that curround us, the love and sac- 
rifice of our friends and fellow men— all these things 
just sink down throigh our lives; are not arrested by 

and disappear. The unstable heart lets 

down everything that canbe done for it. No wonder 
aman once shouted, when all this trembling and shift- 
ing ceased within himself, when he found a rock 
to rest on and began to be able to retain his 
mesaige, “My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is 
xed, 

Egotism is one of the great quicksands. No matter 
how much of the finest efforts you pour into it, it all 


filters down through and nothing remains. “You find 
no depths, no foundation, just an endless restlessness.” 
This is a common feature of life today and all days. 
Egotism is always promising us that if we feed> it 
with just one honor, one pleasure more, it will be 
satishied and begin to put-forth fruit. But nothing 
remains and nothing grows. Afi has to be done over 
again and life knows no greater. vanity than the be- 
lief and hope that the next time this process will 
work better. We have not yet become convinced that 
this kind of heart is a shifting sand. Could there 
be a drearier picture of how egotism wastes everything 
than these lines, written by a-.poet who. had deeply 
longed to see another poet and had. at last been brought 
face to face with him, and had to write: 


He came; I met hint face to face, 
And shrank amazed, dismayed; I saw 
No patient depth, no tender grace, 
No prophet of the etertial law- 
- x: 


But weakness fretting to be gfeat, 

Self. consciousness. with sidelong eye, 
The impotence that dares ‘not’ wait 

For honour, crying, “This is I.” 


The tyrant of a sullen hour, 
He frowned away our mild content; 
And insight only gave him power 
To see the slights that were not meant. 


Ingratitude is a quicksand. The best things slip 
away from us and leave no trace because no thankful 
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heart was there to hold and perpetuate them. The 
saintly John Keble was an accomplished spiritual 
engineer who. descended into the depths of himself 
sometimes to find out what it was that had weakened. 
And he made an engineer’s report to himself. A_ 
foundation stone that had slipped out of place was 
gratitude. “I have to fight,” said he, “against a cer- 
tain humour, calling itself melancholy, but I am afraid 
more truly entitled proud and fantastic, which I find 
very often at hand, forbidding me to enjoy the good 
things which a kind Providence throws so richly in 
my way: a certain perverse pleasure of turning over 
in my thoughts a huge heap of blessings to find one 
or two real or fancied evils, which after all are sure 
to turn out goods, buried amongst them.” And, as he 
guarded against this tendency, his heart became fixed 
again. 

In Florida a constant problem is to get soil enough 
on which to make grass grow. So loads of the rich 
black soil of the distant swamps.are brought and 
spread on top of the prevailing sand and for a while 
there is a growth of grass. But with the rains and 
the bleaching of the sun the black earth slowly dis- 
appears and washes down through the sand and is 
gone. There is, however, a way of making it last 
longer, and that is to underlay the sand with a stratum 
of broken coquina rock or marl and then it keeps its 
place much longer. 

The thankfulness of Christ, lifting itself up to the 
Father over trifles, an act that seemed to the dull and 
heedless unnecessary and meaningless and a delay, 
was to Christ himself the only sure way of making 
the gift significant and making it last. Some may 
say “grace at table” only as a form, but be sure there 


Dr. Kelly in the 
*‘Join the Family” Campaign 

Before last week’s issue of The Sunday School 
Times was off the press, with its personal word by 
the Editor asking readers to extend the ministry of 
“the paper by introducing it to others who may not 
know it, Dr. Howard A. Kelly, the beloved Chris- 
tian physician of Johns Hopkins, Baltimore, had writ- 
ten as follows: 

Dear Mr. TRUMBULL: 

I am looking forward with keen interest to your 
Christian Lawyer’s ten articles and to the books he 
recommends, I will see what subscriptions I cam get. 

Faithfully yours, 
Howarp A, KELLy. 


Your whole Thanksgiving Number is fine! 


By the 
secretary : 


same mail came a letter from Dr. Kelly’s 


I am enclosing a list of those friends whom we 
hope to enlist permanently in our ranks, You will, 
of. course, let us know if any are already subscribers, 
and send us the bill. Dr. Kelly. has already written 
a personal letter to each one, with the hope that .The 
Sunday School Times may come to. mean as much in 
their lives as it does in his, 


With this letter came a list of sixteen names and 
addresses, including friends) in» Alaska, New - York 
City; Michigan, Florida, Alabama, Cuba, and Scot- 
land. 

The Christian Lawyer’s articles that Dr. Kelly 
wants his friends to have were announced in the 
Thanksgiving Number of the Times and the Novem- 
ber 17 issue. The series #s extraordinary; the Editor 
knows of nothing like it ever published before in any 
journal, secular or religious. This lawyer, a warm 
personal friend of the Editor, has been hunting for 
twenty years to find any unbelieving lawyer who has 
ever made a careful, lawyer-like investigation of the 
claims of “the Bible and its Christ,” by “studying and 
digesting any of the ‘briefs’ which gather together 
and sum up. the proofs in support of the claim of the 
Lord Jesus Christ to absolute deity, and of the Bible 
to absolute, inerrant divine inspiration.” He has never 
found:one. But he has found more than one infidel 
lawyer, professional man, business man, and others 
who, after reading books that he has offered them on 
the other side, have admitted that the arguments for 
their position were demolished; better still, some of 
them have turned: to Christ and been saved. In his 
extraordinary. series giving his personal experiences 
he will name the books that have become such effective 
weapons against atheism and unbelief. 

Are there not friends of yours who need this com- 
ing series of articles and The Sunday School Times’ 
ministry in their own lives and homes?. Will you turn 
to page 717 in this issue and read the remarkable let- 
ters from readers telling how they “discovered” The 
Sunday School Times? .-Will you join the “Join the 
Family” campaign of The Sunday School Times and 
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are some who say it because they feel they must or 
the daily gifts fade and thin away into insignificance. 

“All other ground is shifting sand.” ‘It was ‘the 
cry, of some one who knew\all about the quicksand, 
the splendid but lost and wasted efforts, and who 
knew also Christ’s miracle power’ to underlay the life 
with ‘something firm and arrestifig after’ which effort 
began to tell. Nobody was fully able to put 
into words what Christ did fog him. That influence 
exhausts all metaphors. The Lord Jesug knew his 
own power as he calmly said, “Bheaven-and earth shall 
pass away, but my words shall Mot pass away.” And 
in a single day, if we put ose words under 
our action, if we let it enter among Our “‘threnging 
thoughts, somehow there comes a firmness into our 
being that we did not know before. 

Ts not this just the trouble for which thousands 
today are trying te find a name? Is not this as good 
a description of their distress as any, that the heart 
has become a quicksand and neither confetitment nor 
power nor joy nor hope can be raised on that? And 
then right beside them are others, by no means free 
from disturbance nor immune from embarrassment, 
for whom life is no luxury and who even face the pos- 
sibility of its becoming harder yet, but who have a 
peace of mind and heart now because they know that 
everything is not slipping from under them. They 
can afford to be slow, they are not disgraced by 
being delayed, their gains stay by them now. Their 
heart is fixed. “The best of us can neyer describe this 
experience, but the meanest of us may have it for 
the asking. And then we need no longer look out on 
life and God’s great world and our fellow men with 
the feeling that all this is simply wasted on us. 





help to double the circulation this winter by getting 
from one to ten of your friends to take the. paper? 
Did you read the editorial in last week’s issue, “Lights 
in the Deepening Darkness,” in which the Editor told 
something of the hopes and prayers of the Times 
staff that this paper may be used more than ever in 
counteracting the terrific attacks now being made, both 
within and without the professing church, against 
the Christian faith? If you would like leaflet re- 
prints of that editorial they will be sent free of 
charge. If you will try to bring one or more. of 
your friends into the Times Family, will :you ‘send 
the Editor a postcard saying’ so,—+ not;as a pledge, 
but‘ simply: as a decision to: try? The Editor will 
gladly reply by mail to all such cards from readers. 


— 
Mr. Howden on the Election 


A significant letter has come to the Editor of 


The Sunday School Times from the Rev. J. Russell 
Howden, of St. Peter’s Vicarage, Southborough, Tun- 
bridge Wells, England. Mr. Howden is the well 
known Church of England clergyman whose ministry 
at the British Keswick Convention in recent years 
has been greatly blessed, and whose lesson exposi- 
tion enriches The Sunday School Times every week. 
He writes: 


I must sead you a brief letter to say how truly 
thankful I am to know that Mr. Hoover has been so 
successful. I am grieved to see that some of our 
British papers are treating the victory in a very 
unhappy fashion. The London Times, which arro- 
gates to itself che place of our leading newspaper, 
says the clock has been put back indefinitely, though 
it is forced to admit that the victory has been to 
prohibition and Protestantism. It may interest you 
to know that many here have been much in prayer 
about this most important and critical election, and 
now we shall rejoice ‘with you over what I am sure 
you will feel to be a God-given victory. 

I think it would be very helpful if in the columns 
of The Sunday School Times you could give some 
indication that the British press does not always rep- 
resent the Britisn people. The London Times, to 
which I have referred, has been a supporter of the 
new Romanizing Prayer Book, and yet as you know 
Parliament has twice rejected it; so that the paper 
does not. at all adequately represent the best public 
opinion on many of these spiritual questions. 


Only God can know what vast mulfitudes of his 
people, all over the world, were praying that his will 
might be done and his righteousness vindicated in the 
recent presidenti2! election in the United States... It 
is good to know that the victory for righteousness 
was a heart-concern of such Christian leaders as Mr. 
‘Howden. And it is important to remember that the 
victory must be followed up by prevailing prayer, as 
is suggested in an editorial note on. the preceding 
page of this issue. Pes 

Great Britain has cause for thanksgiving that ‘so 
many of her own people within both the Church 
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of England and the halls of Parliament have 
taken an open and fearless stand for the Word 
of God in rejecting the harmful and unscriptural 
changes that. were proposed for the English Prayer 
Book. As the darkness deepens on evéry hand -in so 
many différent ways, the shafts of light from the 


- throne ‘of God and the Sun of righteousness are glo- 


riously bright; and these will continue and increase 
until our Lord Jesus Christ comes again to bring 
Day instead of Night and establish his reign of right- 
eousness throughout the world. 





Thé" Unknown Christian’s”’ 
New Series, ““Knowing God” 


HE “Unknown Curistian” of England, 

though his’ identity is still unknown to 
most people, is known,jand loved throughout 
the Christian’ world. His books include “How 
to Live the Victorious Life,” “The Happy 
Christian,’ “He Shall Come Again,” “This Is 
the Way,” “The Power-full Christian,” “The 
~ Glory Christian,” “The Kneeling Christian,” 
and “The Christ-like Christian.” 


And now the UNKNowNn CurIsTIAN has 
written a new series of articles, on “Knowing 
God,” which is likely to prove one of the great 
contributions of the coming year to the deepest 
needs of God’s people. It can revolutionize 
lives, reaching the unsaved for salvation and 
bringing the saved into a new and large place 
in their spiritual life. 


You will be fairly startled to discover, 
through this néw series, how much the Bible 
has to say about knowing God, and God’s 
knowing us. 


The whole duty of man, says the UNKNowN 
CurisTIAN, is to know God and to make Him 
known. Can this be true? Can this writer 
prove it? 


Here are some of the topics under which he 
deals with this tremendous and eternal subject: 


Can Man Know God? 
What is Knowing God ? 
Following On to Know 
How Can I Know God 3 
Christ ‘‘The Way’’ 
Be Still and Know. * 
Abiding in Christ ' 
Through the Holy Spirit 
The Holy Communion 
Then Shall I Know 


The way in which the UNKNOWN CHRISTIAN 
treats these subjects. is never commonplace. 
You may think you know in adyance what he 
ig going to say: you are almost certain to be 
surprised. But you will agree with him, and 
you will rejoice with him. 


‘How can I know that God really exists? he 
asks.: His answer. is surprising: and .satisfying. 


When it comes to telling how we can know 
God, his answer is définite, concrete, practical. 
The difficulties in the way of knowing God are 
stupendous. But the Scriptures: ‘tell us how; 
and the UNKNOWN CHRISTIAN has mined deep © 
in the Scriptures to bring forth the precious 
truth for us all. 


These are dark days in which we live, and 
darker days are coming. The only way of light 
and life is to know God, and then to follow on to 
know Him ever better. and better. - Did you 
read the Editor’s personal talk with the Times 
Family in last week’s issue, “Lights in the 
Deepening Darkness”? If not, will you read it, 
or drop a postcard to the Times office asking 
for a leaflet reprint of that editorial? It may 
help to bring a blessing to many of your friends 
and co-workers. . 


Ycu will be interested, also, in letters from 
readers in this issue, page 717, telling “How 
We Discovered The Sunday’ School Times.” 
Then will you. tell your pastor, your Sunday- 
school ‘superintendent, your fellow workers in 
church and school, about the blessings they can 

shave if they will become members of The Sun- 
day School Times Family in order to read and 

‘study, with open Bible, these truly great medi- 
tations on Knowing God? A Ten Weeks Get 
Acquainted subscription, for 25 cents, will se- 
cure some of the series if sent promptly to The 
Sunday ‘School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 



































Lesson for December 16. Acts 20 : 36-38; 
Romans 16:.t-4; Philippians 2 : 25-30; Philemon 
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Lilias Trotter of Algiers—and Her Meditations 


Memories of a rare life-poured out in the mission field 











Sooo 


By Philip E. Howard 


ORNING in Algiers! How fascinating the 
M water-front with its strange craft! What 

blazing sunlight along the ramps leading up to 
the Boulevard de la République! And the motley 
Oriental crowd along the streets of the ‘busy city! 

It all seemed alluringly strange to the pilgrims on 
their way to the World’s Sun School Convention 
in Rome, twenty-one yéars ago. But when we came 
into the Arab Quarter,*then we. saw the dark and 
narrow ways, the overhanging houses, the shop-dens, 
the hostile and contemptuous eyes appraising us as we 
threaded our way over the slimy pavements through 
the jostling crowds —all the drab and furtive mani- 
festations of a life without Him who gione is Life 
and Light. 

But it was not all like this. In the very heart of 
the Arab Quarter was a building, once used as a 
mosque, but now a center of Christian missionary 
work, the headquarters of the Algiers Mission Band. 
It was there that our party met Miss Lilias Trotter 
arid her noble: band of fellow missionaries, serving in 
Algiers and beyond in mountain and desert regions. _ 

Twenty years later some of us were again in 
Algiers. For two of us who had been there on the 
previous visit the center of interest was the Algiers 


-‘Mission Band, and. we arranged accordingly, with 


Mr. J. ‘HH. Smeeton of that consecrated group, to 
escort a party of our traveling companions to the 
present headquarters at El Biar, just outside the city, 
in what was once a pirate’s residence, now called 
“Dar Naama,” or “House of Grace.” 

I shall not attempt to describe that visit with any 
fullness. At least one picture seen at the time, I 
believe, will be fadeless for Mrs. Howard, our younger 
daughter; ‘and thyself. 

As we entered the tree-shaded gardens of “Dar 
Naama” we followed the winding walk to a courtyard 
‘from which the house was accessible. There at a win- 
dow above the entrance was Miss Trotter, waving 
and smiling her greeting to us from her bed. How 
frail she seemed! What a welcoming light was ih 
her face! We were not stite that she was well eno 
to see friends outside her immediate household, but 
after a little while she asked us to come:to her room. 
: She was propped up against pillows, with her bed 
drawn close to the window. Around her were cher- 
‘ished memorials of her years of service in Africa. It 
‘was a missionary’s room. On the walls, maps, pic- 
tures, texts, mottoes, told silently what her interests 
were. Orie of these treasures from her wall messages 
she copied for Mrs. Howard, and gave to her during 
‘our ‘little visit: °°. - 

For, while the tired waves, slowly breaking, 
Seem here no painful inch to gain, 

Far back, through ereeks and’ channels making, 
Comes silent, flooding in, the main. 


’ As we prepared to say good-by we asked Miss 
Trotter to pray for us, and this she did, sending us 
on our way with grateful hearts because of the priv- 
ilege we had had in this fellowship with her. 

And now, at. the close of the summer of 1928, Miss 
Trotter was called to her heavenly Home. She was 
seventy-eight years old, and much of her time in the 
last few years been spent in writing out her 
messages in Arabic for Moslems. It was in 1888 that 
she began work in Africa. The Algiers Mission Band 
was formed in 1907. A paragraph in The British 
Weekly noted that- “fifteen mission stations have in 
late years been the outlets of her remarkable life. 
Her ‘Parables of the Christ Life and ‘Parables of 
the Cross’ will remain for many years the most ex- 
quisite artistic expression of cultured Protestantism.” 

In a letter to The Sunday School Times Miss F. 
‘Helen Freeman, one of Mis: Trotter’s long-time asso- 
ciates, writes: 

“Up till a short time ago she had been spared much 
suffering and was able to be’to us all that she had ever 
been. But during the last weeks great crises of pain 
came on. For these she would accept no sympathy, 
always saying, ‘You will see it is leading on to some- 
thing beautiful.’ There succeeded weeks of weariness 
and weakness, and great as had been her life as a 
missionary, while I sat beside her day by day I could 
but think of the words, “And He steadfastly set His 
face to go to Jerusalem.” In God’s mercy the last 
hours were free from pain, and she passed from u$ 
in the fullness of peace and love. 

“We trust to be enabled to continue the work in 
the spirit of unity and love, and for this winter we 
know Miss Trotter’s wishes regarding itineration as 
well as the work in the stations.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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to have read Miss Trotter's exquisite 
ss in her nature studies illustrating 
and who have admired her sketches 
ags that often accompanied the litera- 
ture the Algi Mission Band, may not have 
goolient here was a woman whose natural 
for beauty and artistic talents were such 
that John 
drawings 







John Ruskin, speaking in admiration of her 
gs as a young girl, predicted that if she 
herself to art she would become 
of the greatest living painters. His prophecy 
but better than he meant— Miss 
Trotter painted in immortal colors; and her pic- 
tures in human lives will endure through eternity 
im the presence of Him who is “altogether lovely.” 
Some time ago Miss Trotter had written for 
readers of The Sunday School Times a series of 
“Moment Meditations,” in which she had set down 
some of her unusual insights in the world of 
nature, the Word of God, and spiritual truth. 
Several of these are given on this page, and others 
will be published from time to time. 








By Isabelle May and Emily M. Newton 


ISS TROTTER’S Christian work began in early 

youth, when already she received a prize for 
the best outline of Bible study for children, notes 
that for interest and spiritual vitality it would be 
hard to equal even in these days. Y. W. C. A. work 
in London preceded her call and going forth to North 
Africa in 1888. Henceforth for forty years she 
poured out her life and love in making known to 
the Moslems the unsearchable riches of Christ. 

Opposition and persecution did not daunt her and 
her companions, Miss Hayworth and Miss Freeman. 
Driven out of one place, they went to another in true 
apostolic fashion. Little by little confidence was es- 
tablished in the hearts of the Arabs, who came to 
look upon Miss Trotter as a veritable marabouta, 
or holy woman. In the course of time a band of de- 
voted workers, men and women, gathered about these 
pioneers, and the Algiers Mission Band was organized 
with committees in England and in America! to 
maintain® the growing..workof seventeen stations in 
Tunisia atid Algeria and colportage itineration: which, 
in co-operation with the Nile Mission Press, is reach- 
ing ever farther toward the populous regions of the 
Sahara, a section as yet almost untouched by the Gos- 
pel of Christ. ; 

Miss Trotter lately said that in the early days there 
were three requests for which she especially prayed: 
“Open doors, open hearts, and open heavens.” Now, 
she added, after these forty years the doors are open, 
hearts are opening, and we wait for open heavens, the 
pouring™ out of the Holy Spirit, according to the 
promise. 

Miss Trotter was a gifted woman, gifted by nature 
as well as by grace. When she was a young girl, 
she met John Ruskin, who greatly admired her draw- 
ings and predicted that if she would devote herself 
to art she would become “one of the greatest living 
painters.” She chose rather to preach the Gospel in 
the most difficult field; in so doing, however, this 
great gift was not wasted but was put to use in many a 
vivid illustration of the message she proclaimed. It 
is written that God chooses the base and the weak 
things of the world to confound the mighty, and who 
will deny it? Yet still, as of old, he also has his 
Sauls who are willing to count ail things loss and to 
become Pauls, “little ones,” for the excellency of 
Christ Jesus, their Lord. 

It was our privilege to know Miss Trotter only in 
these latter years when her health was broken and 
she, who had revelled in camel-riding to the remote 
oases of the desert, was confined to her bed and, in 
great bodily weakness, guided the affairs of her Band 
from her room. She lived in great simplicity in an 
cold Arab pirate’s palace, palatial indeed in its hos- 
pitality of fifty or more rooms. We hardly knew 
which was bigger, her house or her heart. The latter 
had no limits to its capacity, however, and. welcomed 
British, French, American, and Arab friends without 
distinction, save that the warmest place, of course, 
was reserved for these last. One never entered Miss 
Trotter’s room without realizing the presence of a 
“fife-giving spirit” who radiated love to every one 
who drew near. Buoyant in faith, she never seemed 
tast down by disappointments that would have dimmed 
the ardor of most Christians. Yet, with all her power 
of seeing visions and dreaming dreams, she had the 





Yc j. A. Walker, Secretary, 2300 Dexter Street, Denver, 


rare quality of facing the reality of facts and avoiding 
anything that would give false impressions of results 
achieved. Truly her boast was in the Lord and his 
unfailing promises to those who sow in tears that they 
shall reap in joy. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Moment Meditations 


By I. Lilias Trotter 





A Lullaby or a Battle Cry? 


“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Ghost, be with you all evermore. Amen.” 


UNDAY after Sunday the words have sounded in 

our ears, closing the hours of worship in a hush of 
spirit round the Father’s footstool: service rendered 
in his sanctuary, hearts rested by its stillness. That 
is what they have meant, and yet may mean. 

But if these three mighty gifts really come to us 
and remain with us, they will mean more than this 
—they will mean not “peace, but a sword.” 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.” What does 
that mean? “Ye know the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes 
he became poor, that ye through his poverty might 
be rich.” Do we still want that grace? 

“And the love of God.” “God so loved. . 
he gave” — gave all he had to give. 
his love? 

“And the communion of the Holy Ghost.” “He 
that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.” Do we 
really want to be “one spirit” with him in our life 
and service? Or are we afraid that this might lead 
us too fast and too far? : 

“Evermore — Amen.” 
answer. 


oe that 
Do we still want 


Well for us if that is our 
eg 
The Faith that Honors God 


FAITH that will believe without encouragement 
are others.—Abraham (Gen. 18: 9-15; Rom 4: 
19, 20). 

A faith that will. believe without encouragement 
x= God.—The Syrophenician woman (Matt. 15: 22- 
28). 

A faith that will believe without previous experience. 
—Noah (Heb. 11:7). 

A faith that .will believe without hurrying to prove. 
—The nobleman of Capernaum. (John 4: 47-53). 

It is this calm, unswerving steadiness that marks 
matured faith, though many a. tottering moment is 
apt to spoil its earlier steps while the evil heart of 
unbelief remains. For unbelief: 

Wavers (James 1:6). 

Staggers (Rom. 4: 20). 

-Stumbles (Rom. 9: 32). 

Draws back (Heb. 10: 38). 

Falls (Heb. 4:11). 
and it is only when not only all falling is eliminated, 
but all hesitancy and all tremor, that it opens the way 
for God’s omnipotence. 


4 


Growing Points 


Bis jpn is a specially essential part of the structure 
of every twig of bush and plant extremely sensi- 
tive by reason of the tenderness of the growth 
shrouded in it, and intensely important because of all 
the future possibilities of unfolding included in it. 
It is the growing point. 

You can strip off a few leaves or gather a few 
flowers here and there, and the plant still thrives, 
thrives the better, it may be, for its loss. But any 
injury to the growing point blights or twists or stunts 
= symmetiy and the development that might have 

en. 

. Our souls if they are healthy have always their 
growing points — special truths that God is making 
clear to us, special points of character with which he 
is dealing, special lines of inward experience where 
his quickening grace is at- work. Let. us deal heed- 
fully with all such unfolding centers that no careless- 
ness on our own side, no lack of co-operation with 
him who worketh in us, no harboring of known evil 
may touch these precious sensitive points of our 
souls, with their unknown possibilities in the eternity 
that lies before us. 
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Watch Night Appeal for 1928 


E ARE swiftly nearing the end of another year. 

It has been a year of difficulties, distresses, and 
dangers for the children of God; a year when many 
of God’s people have been sorely troubled, tempted 
and tried; a year of instability, uncertainty, and un- 
reliability in the affairs of the Church and the State? 
Many are perplexed as they realize the increase of 
lawlessness and wickedness in the land. 

Shall we be dismayed or discouraged? No! “Is 
there any light, any hope? Yes! For over against 
this dark picture, we can paint the words in large 
letters “BUT GOD.” We can say with the Psalmist: 
“My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expecta- 
tion is from him.” He rules in Heaven; he over- 
rules on earth. “He worketh for him that waiteth 
for him.” 

We therefore. send out .this tenth annual appeal 
to all God-fearing, Bible-loving, revival-longing Chris- 
tians to gather for an extended season of prayer and 
supplication on the night of Monday, December 31, 
1928. Let it be a time of humiliation on the part of 
God’s people, in order that he may lift us yp; a time 
of confession of individual, family, church, community, 
and national sins; a time of thanksgiving for past 
blessings received; a time of rejoicing in a faithful, 
loving God, —our Father; a time of supplication and 
intercession; a time of preparation for the new year 
with whatever it may bring; a time of renewed con- 
secration to him who loved us and gave himself for 
us. Let us watch’ with him in the night. “The 
morning cometh.” Let us look up and lift up our 
heads; for our redemption draweth nigh. 
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While the world is forgetting God, let every Chris- 
tian remember all His benefits and talk of all 
His wondrous works. If possible, watch with other 
Christians in some church, or chapel, or mission hall, 


or in some home. “Be of “one accord in one place,” 
. just as far as possible. “Let us not sleep, as do 
others; but let us watch and be sober.” Let Him not 


od of us, “What, could ye not watch with me one 
our?” 

We would suggest that the hours from eight to nine 
thirty be devoted to prayer for the. Jews and Jeru- 
salem, for the speedy fulfillment of prophecy regarding 
them, and. for the salvation of “the remnant”; from 
nine thirty to eleven to prayer for the Gentile nations, 
for. world evangelization, and the gathering in of “a 
people for His name”; and from eleven to twelve 
thirty to prayer for the Church universal and for the 
reviving and perfecting of the entire body..of Christ. 
Different leaders may ‘be selected for these different 
periods. A few songs and Scripture portions suitable 
for each. period can used, and. suggestions _of 
prayer objects can be made; but let the time be spent 
in worship, praise, thanksgiving, confession, prayer, 
humiljation, and supplication. 

“If my people, which are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face). and 
turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
—_ and will forgive their sin, and will heal their 
and.” 

Let every Christian obey God, that he may show 
His power anew. 

The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
LaSalle Street, Chicago, will be glad to hear from 
those planning to observe Watch Night. 








A Farm Mother’s Letters to College Students 


2. The Higher Patriotism 








Skylight Farm. 

Dear CoLiEcE Boy: 
| HONESTLY wonder which question has occupied 

the majo~, headlines in your thoughts the past few 
weeks, Who will be our next President? or, How 
about our chance fdr the football championship in 
our conference?) We were inclined to neglect all the 
news -but the sporting page when I was in school. 
I am writing this on the eve of election, though of 
course when you read it the campaign will be a thing 
of the past and, for me at least, that will be a vast 
relief. For. months past the air has been fairly 
crackling and snapping with grandiloquence. Per- 
haps when the tumult and the shouting shall have died 
away I can wash my dishes with ah eye single to the 
job in hand. It has been worse than having the ten- 
sion of the world series prolonged for months instead 
of days. 

I suppose none of you ever knew the thrill of a 
torch light procession. I remember them as well as 
the ragamuffins on the Fourth of July. I remember, 
too, my mother’s dismay when the first Presidential 
campaign within my recollection r_sulted in the defeat 
of our party. Yet I am sure she never thought of 
regretting that she herself was denied the franchise. 
I think we always regarded my father’s vote as a 
sort of family responsibility. Perhaps that is why I 
could never rouse myself to any intense enthusiasm 
over the question of votes for women. 

There’s a distinct compensation for vanished youth 
in the perspective afforded by having lived in two 
centuries. It may seem a far cry from the days of 
the torch light parade to those of the coast-to-coast 
hook-up, but I want to say that there has been no 
radical change in human nature. The political spell- 
binder is now heard by silent millions instead of howl- 
ing hundreds; but his “reasons” are still as “two 
grains of wheat hid in two bushels of chaff.” He 
yet “speaks an infinite deal of nothing,” whether his 
temperament impels him to sputter like one of these 
Fourth of July contraptions that you grind under your 
heel, or to roll out ponderous periods interspersed 
with groans of “Oh, “my friends!’ I wonder whether 
fifty years hence the politicians will still be booming 
out the phrases, “true Jeffersonian Democracy” and 
“the mantle of Abraham Lincoln” as a substitute for 
calm, dispassionate logic. I have a fellow feeling 
for a certain press correspondent of more than na- 
tional repute who cried out in disgust at the close of 
the second convention that there was nothing to choose 
between them and he was “off conventions for life”; 
if he had a son he “would as lief have him train with 
a bunch of pickpockets as with the politicians.” 

And yet —let me hasten to acknowledge it lest you 
think me a cynic — when we finally turn off the loud 
speaker and quietly sift out all the claptrap and bom- 
bast and persiflage, we find left in the screen, as al- 
ways, the redeeming remnant. There are yet, as there 
have been in every age and in every party, a few men 


of simple sincerity and honest cofiviction, a few who 
without waste of words can speak the language of 
Christian statesmen. “And a word spoken in due sea- 
son, how good is it!” Let the panorama of our 
nation’s history pass before the eye and choice inci- 
dents flash out to reassure the loyal heart, not alto- 
gether unlike the thread of redemption that runs 
through the sacred story: Washington on his knees 
in the snow at Valley Forge, Lincoln turning down 
an empty wine glass, a recent Presidential candidate 
requesting that there be no flaunting parade on_ the 
Lord’s Day. God speaks his choicest messages, not 
in wind or earthquake or fire, but in the still, small 
voice. The kingdom of God cometh not with observa- 
tion, but none the less surely it cometh. 

Men are but children of a larger growth and even 
to us grown-ups the dearest stories are perhaps the 
ones we know best. I have found keen delight lately 
in reading a life of Lincoln only recently off the press. 
A single sentence stands out from it with startling 
distinctness in the light of the sectional jealowsy that 
has been so prevalent of late and has even been in- 
voked by misguided partisans. Here it is: “Through- 
out the miasma of civil war and bitter sectional feel- 
ing Lincoln, though the representative of a partisan 
group, was the only statesman who, from first to last, 
thought nationally.” One can scarcely imagine a finer 
tribute to be paid to a statesman of that day when a 
great nation was rent asunder. 

I have lived for twenty-five years in the heart of 
the corn belt. In 1920 I saw the corn quotations drop 
in a few weeks from two dollars a bushel to nine- 
teen cents, and that when our cribs were full. In 
the eight years that have elapsed since then I have 
seen hair turning gray and premature wrinkles coming 
on faces dear to me. I have seen tragedy follow in 
the wake of foreclosures and bank failures. But my 
deepest concern today is not for a solution of the 
farm problem, real as it is, but that citizens of every 
section of our broad land may achieve the vision to 
“think nationally.” 

And yet, that is not enough. There may have been 
a day when it was the ultimate vision that could be 
required of a Christian statesman, but today it is not 
enough. Oh, how I crave the power to make you citi- 
zens of the coming day see clearly how true patriot- 
ism demands that you shall be able to think quite 
round the world. 

That word patriotism puzzled and baffled me while 
I was still a child. Try as I might to see it otherwise 
the thing as it was presented to me seemed always 
rather narrow and self-centered. I hated to be called 
upon to grind out a patriotic essay. I remember being 
required to write one for Washington’s birthday. My 
teacher happened to be an Englishman freshly trans- 
planted. I recall his puzzled amusement at the sub- 
ject I chose, “How much owest thou?” Later, upon 
my first visit to the more historic East I thought the 
divine spark had at last been kindled in my cold bosom 
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as I sat in Faneuil Hall and experienced a real thrill 
dreaming out the scenes it had witnessed. Came the 
challenging test of the World War. When I saw 
our boys of the Rainbow Division, soon to go over, 
drilling on the State fair grounds I felt no doubt that 
the American doughboy had found a place in my heart 
no other brave soldier ever would own, a “depth in 
my soul” hitherto unsounded. As the hideous ordeal 
went on and propaganda did its work for us all, I 
fear I responded with as much of the war madness 
and race prejudice as the rest. I looked with con- 
temptuous scorn and suspicion upon “conscientious 
objectors” who refused to bear arms. I chanced the 
other day upon a recently published account of the 
Russian Mennonites in America. When I read there 
of the experiences of four Mennonite youth who were 
drawn in the first draft. and who, because they s.ood 
resolutely by the chief ‘tenet of their brotherhood, were 
beaten, imprisoned, persecuted even to torture and death 
by ‘American offiters I hung my head in shame. - Ten 
years ago it would have been-impossible for me to look 
upon this incident as I see it now. So much for the 
stability of human convictions! 

I have thought long and prayerfully upon this sub- 
ject of patriotism since the war fever has cooled and 
we are swinging back~to sanity. Of a few convictions 
I can say unhesitatingly, I know they are right. The 
Lord Jesus sanctioned the family .as a sacred insti- 
tution. Paul said that the Christian who fails to 
provide for his own household is. worse than an un- 
believer. But the Lord Jesus .revealed a higher law 
than the law of filial devotion when he said, “He that 
loveth father or mother more than me is net worthy of 
me.” The principle is world-wide. in its application. 
One’s country is only one’s family multiplied.. Pride 
and loyalty that tend'to safeguard its traditions and 
honor and to provide for its prosperity have the sanc- 
tion of Heaven. But pride that sees in the nation’s 
power and wealth and resources only a subject for 
boasting and self-aggrandizement is. greedy arrogance 
and is riding for a fall. All history attests it. Amer- 
ica can say today almost as could Israel in the day 
of David, “He hath -not dealt so- with any nation.” 
But from Israel’s day to ours it has. always been true 
that special. privilege entails. special responsibility. 
There is no just reason under Heaven. why we should 
live in luxury and security and millions of God’s crea- 
tures hunger daily. The finest type of citizen and 
patriot will ever be the one who declares, “My citi- 
zenship is in Heaven. God-hath made of one all 
nations of men. Henceforth there. can-.be for me 
neither Jew nor Greek, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor 
free: but Christ is all, and in all.” 


Your. Friend, 
o> A Bars Moruer. 
we 
Won Through the Cradle Roll, 
By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 


HE following Cradle Roll story, told by a Western 

pastor, shows clearly what can be brought about 
when a consecrated person takes charge of this de- 
partment of church work and really develops it. 

“I was pastor of the Methodist Church at L— 
for three years. L— is a town of between eight- and 
ten thousand people. No one in the church knew 
anything about the Cradle Roll. I had a bicycle and 
visited every house in the town and near-by country,,. 
without regard to color, race, church, nationality, or 
type. Where the family was not tied to any church 
I would enroll those under four on the Cradle Roll, 
and if I could not get the others to Sunday-school, I 
would try to enroll them in the Home Department. 

“Not many knew what it meant to have baby’s 
name on the roll, so I explained that it was the. first 
religious recognition of the baby, and that this made 
it a member of the Sunday-school. Some days I would 
get six, eight, or ten names. That night I would fill 
out the best certificate I could find, and leave it at 
the home, together. with what leaflets I had on the 
subject. ‘Phis was followed up with birthday cards, 
and cards of invitation to the church services. Then, 
as often as possible, I called to see baby. 

“I remember well one Italian family. ‘They never 
went to church, but after baby was enrolled on our 
Cradle Roll I visited in the home a few times. 
eral months later, one Sunday night, I saw the father 
and mother seated in the back of the church. When 
I gave the invitation, the man.walked to the front, 
and said that he was ‘raised a Catholic, but had not 
been inside a church for twenty-five years until this 
night. Said he, ‘I am a sinner, and want you to pray 
for me.’’ He dropped down at the altar, and was 
converted. A short time later he and his wife walked 
up, in response to the invitation, and he said that his 
wife wanted to become a Christian, too. She was 
converted, and both were taken into the church.” 

The pastor goes on to tell how many whole families 
were brought into the church following the enrollment 
of the baby in the Sunday-school. He says, “I con- 
sider this Cradle Roll work the most important of my 
duties, outside of preaching.” 
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Lesson for December 16. Acts 20 : 36-38; 
Romans 16: 1-4; Philippians 2 : 25-30; Philemon 
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How We Discovered The Sunday School Times 


| Members of the Family tell how they “joined” 


men 














From a Torn Out Sheet 


| JUST want to say one word in regard to this won- 
derful paper. I found a sheet of it that had been 
torn out and happened to get into my hands at prayer- 
meeting. So I had quite a time finding out who pub- 
lished it, and where it was published, and so on. 
Finally I succeeded in getting the information. The 
one sheet that I found was well worth the subscrip- 
tion price, for it had an article in it that seemed. to 
have been written right to me-—A Texas reader. 


Through Pastor and Sister 


| WAS subscribing to a certain denominational paper, 
and: while I -was-only a young Christian and my 
faithoand creed were not very stable, yet there was 
a cértain-something missing~ that I- thought ought to 
be there. There were certain departments of the 
paper that I could not quite ‘see, and the like. One 
day our minister mentioned the Times as such a won- 
derful help to: him in preparing his Sunday-school 
lesson, and in getting helpful hints’ on all stibjects, 
and asked if some others would not like to take a small 
trial subscription: My sister subscribed, and that was 
the: first time. I ever read‘ the Times. 
well that I have been a*subscriber ever since, : and 
now I often wonder how I:ever did without it. What 
I admire especially is its strict fundamental interpre- 
tation of the Scripture and the solid stand it takes 
for the right in all cases—A grateful reader. 
- After a Blighting Triple Sorrow 

in I couldtell. you what The Sunday School 

Times has meant to“me. F 

Over eleven years ago a blighting triple sorrow 
from which there could never be 
came into my life, and I was on the verge of insanity. 
_ At that very time The Sunday School Times came 
into my hand, sent of God I believe, and he ‘used it 
to bring me into a wonderful life of victory. 

It is so sound in doctrine and all its teachings so 
in accord with God’s Word that it has blessed the 
lives of thousands, .and has been used of God to 
transform many, many lives. How I do thank ‘him 
for it, I regard it mext to the Bible, and an invaluable 
help in teaching my Sunday-school class. God's rich- 
= — will ever attend a paper so loyal to his 

or .t F : 


You always have the prayers of—A Massachusetts 
reader. ; 


What Their Minister Had Heard 


Ay six years ago at our teachers’ preparation 
class disapproval was expressed of the lesson helps 
in use. Our minister said he had heard the American 
Sunday School Times was a very good paper if we 
could get hold of a copy. I started to make inquiries, 
but-could not find anyone who knew about it. Then 
I found who was~the’ Editor, and as I had just read 
and been greatly helped by “Taking Men Alive” I 
was more keen to see the. paper. 
then paid a year’s subscription. The Times has been 
a feast of good things to me, and God sent it at the 
time in my spiritual life when I was needing it. It 
has also helped me to take a very much firmer sfand 
against Modernism in the church to which I belong 
where some of the members are inclined to Modern- 
ism and the majority are indifferent about it—A 
British reader. 


She Had Thought It Was. Narrow 


[ BAvE been reading your little editorial, “How 
You_ Discovered the Times,” and it brought a big 
lump in my throat. I couldn’t really tell in words 
what the paper has meant and does mean to me. 

I have a lovely Christiati mother, and-I was a 
church member for years, but I didn’t care much about 
religion. I wanted excitement, clothes, life; always 
searching for happiness and living on feeling and 
sensual imaginations, finally ending in a headstrong 
marrigge with a Roman Catholic and willingly placing 
my darling baby under the shadow of Rome. 

The baby’s birth was the final shock to an already 
shattered nervous system. Only God knows the agony 
of the last year and a half. Mental and physical tor- 
ment, and brought face to face with God, and seeing 
myself as utterly contemptible: a physical wreck, a 
wasted life with so many wasted opportunities and 


unhappiness to others that I loved dearly. 


Mother had The Sunday School Times in our home 
many years, but I only looked at it a few times and 
thought how narrow it was,— little knowing the future. 

For months I was driving my weak body to house- 
work, so that I wouldn’t think or do anything 





scl nes Coe ; : 


I liked it so- 


any assuagement . 


L wrote direct-and’ 


A man in: Michigan found in a waste basket 
four pages of The Sunday School Times; they 
contained, among other things, an article by that 
brilliant British physician, Dr. A. T. Schofield, “ Is 
Science Now Touching the Very Garment of 
God?” He promptly sent his subscription for 
the paper: The Editor told the readers of this 
incident some time ago, and asked that any of 
them who might wish to do so should write a 
letter telling how they had first become ac- 
quainted with the Times. Some of their replies 
are given on this page. 

If other readers are reminded of some “ acci- 
dent” or circumstance by which they were first 
introduced to the Times, the Editor will welcome 
further letters briefly describing how it happened 
and what the Times has meant to them. 
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desperate. It seemed I couldn’t talk to God any more, 
and the Bible was only an accusing torment. I know 
what it is to-nearly give way to despair and to feel 
without hope. } ; 

I picked up the Times and one or two things seemed 
just for me. So each week I eagerly waited for it, 
Not being able to concentrate or sit still, I could hold 
myself down longer to its pages, meant just for me. 
Don’t tell me. these things happen by chance, Know- 
ing a human soul in agony, God doesn’t leave it to 
chance. How wonderfully he has saved me from the 
despair of suicide or insanity! When I, read of 
nervous suicides I think, “Oh, if you had only known 
Jesus and his saving grace.” _ How. wonderfully I 
know, “Come unto me, and I will give you rest,” and 
“The peace that passes all understanding”! I have 
left the ene of my life with Him, and you know 
with God all things are possible. 


I am not well yet, but oh, the peace! Living or 





‘-Have You Joined the 
“§ein._ the Family’’ Campaign? 


As you read these letters from members of 
The Sunday School Times Family, telling of 
the revolutionizing blessings God has brought 
into their lives through your paper, would you 
not like to help to bring similar blessings to 
many of your friends? You can do so, and the 
Editor will be grateful for: your co-operation. 


Did you read the leading editorial in last 
week’s issue, entitled “Lights in the Deepening 
Darkness”? It told something of the need of 
such papers as ‘The Sunday School Times in 
these days when denials of the faith are on 
every side. It told how easily members of the 
Times Family can bring others into the circle, 
and described how a Christian woman, employed 
six days of the week in a busy office, has assem- 
bled a club of seventy-six subscribers by simply 
telling one and another, at odd moments and 
under all sorts of circumstances, about the paper 
that means so much to her. 


The average circulation of the Times, includ- 
ing spoken copies, is more than 90,000 copies 
a week... Tests have shown that each copy is 
read “by three or four. persons, which means 
that raore than quarter of a “million persons 
are reading it. But. ought not this circulation 
of more than 90,000 to be doubled, at least? 
Many believe it should be, and can be. 


Will you help by joining the “Join the Family 
Campaign” and get one, or two, or five, or ten 
new subscribers as promptly as possible? 


Will you drop a line to the Editor, on a 
postcard, saying that you will try to do this 
—not as a promise or pledge, but just as an 
expression of purpose? The Editor will be 
glad to reply by mail to all such cards from 
readers. If you would like a copy of last 
week’s editorial as a leaflet, or any number of 
copies, please ask for these on your postcard 
and they will be sent to you free of charge. 


It és hoped that many will unite in prayer 
with the Times staff for a great increase in the 
ministry of the family paper this winter. 











a 


dying I’m safe. What have I to fear, who was tor- 
tured with fear, “leaning on those everlasting arms’? 

Pray for me that, if it is His will, I may live a time 
yet to keep my baby from Roman irifluence, and also to 


* be kept close to Him. 


Dear Sunday School Times folks, you will see the 
results “Over there.” “Blessed is he [she] whose 
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered (Psa. 
32:1).—A Pennsylvania mother. 


When It Discovered a Chief Justice 


DID not discover the Times. The Times discovered 

me. Having been assigned the duty of teaching a 
large class of men, in which there were several Meth- 
odist local preachers and. an ex-pastor of the Chris- 
tian Church, one of them soon saw that I needed help 
in the performance of my duties and handed me a 
copy of the Times. I immediately realized that I must 
have it if I expected to do efficient work. That was in 
1914. I at once subscribed and have not missed an 
issue since. I simply would. not undertake to teach a 
class without reviewing the lesson with the aid of the 
Times.—A Chief Justice, in a Court of Civil Appeals. 


Unread in the Attic 


URTEEN years ago I passed through a heart- 
breaking experience, and as I was living in the 
country there was no one in my church or the com- 
munity to whom I felt I could go for the light I so 
much needed. I had two dear friends who could have 
helped me, but they were too far away. But how 
wonderfully God had provided for just such a time! 
For several years I had been a subscriber to the Times 
and I had carefully stored away every copy in the 
attic unread (I say it with shame). I got them out 
and read and read and read. Oh! the joy, and com- 
fort, and light that the Notes on Open Letters and 
the editorials and other good things brought to my 
heart! I believe I was saved before, but the things 
of God certainly meant little to me. My opportunities 
for hearing the truth have been greatly multiplied, but 
the Times still comes -second only to the Bible.—A 
Pennsylvania reader. 


Came with His Wife 


“ETJOW Did You Discover the Times?” My wife 

was brought up on ff I-got it with, her among 
other blessings. Liked it at first, like it better now. 
—A._ Maine reader. 


Sample Copies on a Prayer-Meeting Table 


HIS is how I became acquainted with The Sunday 

School Times, which has been such a blessing in 
my home these many years, and I have been con- 
strained to send “Get Acquainted” subscriptions to 
many of my friends. Our good pastor, a Moody In- 
stitute man who has since gone to be with his Lord, 
placed a package of sample copies upon his table on 
a prayer-meeting night and invited any of us to help 
ourselves as long as the copies lasted, telling us what 
great’ help and lasting good would be received from 
such a paper. I was one of those who took a copy, 
and was instantly gripped by its messages and Sunday- 
school helps. This led to my subscription and into 
the deeper, richer truths of God’s Word.—A_ sub- 
scriber. 


Meeting Other Members of the Family 


How the Times came into my life is forgotten, 
but eternity alone can reveal what it has meant to 
me. But for the Times and the group of friends who, 
like myself, were constant readers of it, I fear that 
I should never have been able to stand true to the 
faith, surrounded as I have been by Modernists and 
scholarly (7?) critics. 

I love the term “Times Family,” for such your 
readers are. For a part of two years I was in a business 
that necessitated constant traveling. Much of the 
time I was lonely, but whenever or wherever I saw a 
copy of the Times I knew there was a kindred spirit, 
and did not hesitate to open conversation. The -re- 
markable fact is that while there were countless ex- 
periences in which I met Times readers, frequently’ 
with no other introduction than a copy of the Times 
in one’s hand, there was not one single disappoint- 
ment in the spiritual: nature of the reader, and none 
ever made me feel that I was presuming when I 
opened conversation. Some of these experiences were 
remarkable. 

May God bless The Sunday School Times and open 
new doors to it as never before in these days when an 
anchor is so much needed.—A Tennessee reader. 
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LESSON ll. DECEMBER 16. PAUL AND HIS FRIENDS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 20: 36-38; Romans 16: 1-4; Philippians 2 : 25-30; Philemon 
Golden Text.—A friend loveth at all times.— Prov. 17: 17 

















The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword : 
For THE WRITING TABLE 


Be present at this table, Lord, 
Be here and everywhere ‘adored, 
Eech letter bless’ and let it be, 
A little messenger from Thee. 


The Historical Setting 
Tai Epistle was clearly written during the time 


— Anon. 


of Paul’s imprisonment in Rome. This was the’ 

first imprisonment which resulted in his being 
set at liberty, and not during the second imprisonment 
which issued in his condemnation and martyrdom. 
The Epistle must therefore be dated from about the 
spring of the year A. D. 61. 


Verse by Verse 

Philemon 8.—-Wherefore. This word refers not to 
the preceding verse but to the clause “For love’s sake” 
in verse 9. Befitting: In spite of all that Onesimus 
has done, it was. fitting that Philemon as a professed 
follower of the Lord Jesus should receive him back 
again. It corresponds to. the clause in the Lord’s 
Prayer, “Forgive us our debts, as we. also have for- 
given.” 

Verse 9.—For love's sake. This includes the mutual 
love of Paul and Philemon, but also reaches out to 
the whole great principle of love as the dominating 
factor in Christian conduct. Paul the aged. Paul 
at this time was probably not much over sixty, But 
the life of unremitting toil and hardship that he had 
spent would bring a premature decay. Moreover he 
had always been a sufferer from physical weakness 
(2 Cor. 12:9). And finally he was looking back on 
his long and eventful life and therefore it would be 
natural for him to think and write thus. 


Verse 10—My child. Here Paul speaks of ‘thim- 
self as a father... Compare Galatians 4:19 where he 
speaks of himself as a mother. Compare also Revela- 
tion 12:17. The figure of the woman in that chapter 
has a threefold reference. (1) To humanity in general. 
(2) To Israel. (3) To the Church. Such figures are to 
be used with care; Their misuse lies at the root of 
Romish and sacerdotal error. . Really it is only God 
himself who is the father and mother of his people 
(John 1:12). And his people, whether singly. or 
collectively, can only thus be spoken of as they them- 
selves reproduce the characteristics of God’s love for 
perishing souls. 

In my bonds. Therefore Onesimus was converted 
through Paul while the latter was a prisoner. As Paul 
the prisoner could not go forth, it follows that Onesi- 
mus must have been brought in to see him, probably 
by one of Paul’s company who knew Philemon’s house 
and recognized: the runaway slave in Rome. 

Verse 11.—Profitable. -“Onesimus” means profitable 
or helpful, so there is a play on his name here. 

Verse 12—My very heart. One as dear to me as 
my own heart. In England we use the word “heart” 
in the sense of the love between the sexes only in 
the compound word “sweetheart.” But the idea is 
more or less common in all languages. 

Verse 15.—Perhaps. The word conveys a delicate 
hint that has been overruling these complex 
events. It would heip Philemon to consent to Paul’s 
request; if he. could be made to. feel that behind even 
the roguery of the fugitive there was a-divine provi- 
dence at work planning not merely to bring back the 
rie he ‘to bring him back a changed man (cf. Gen. 
45:5). 

Verse 16.—A brother beloved. There is here no 
hint of any freedom for Onesimus. I that 
he was to return as a slave is quite clearly implied. 
¥et these words sounded the death: knell of all slavery. 


—_ 


For plainly slavery and brotherhood are mutually ex-. 


clusive terms. In matters earthly. Philemon had a 
brother for a slave.. In matters heavenly he had a 
slave for a brother. Jn the flesh. This refers, of 
course, not to any family relationship between Phile- 
mon and his slave but to the sphere of their earthly 
relationships. 

Verse 18.—If he hath wronged thee. Though this 
sentence is conditional in form it does not necessarily 
express any doubt on the matter. It is pretty clear 
that Onesimus had robbed. his master when he ran 
away. What the sentence means is that whatever the 
amount owing is, Paul will make himself personally 
responsible for it. 

Verse 19.—I Paul write it. Paul usually employed an 
amanuensis (cf. Rom. 16:22), though he generally 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 63 : 1-7. 
Primary Topic: Paul Writes a Letter to Philemon. 
Lesson Material: Acts 20; 36-38; Romanus 16: 2-4; Philip- 
pians 2 ; 25-30; Philemon. 
Memory Verse: Let us work that which is good toward all 
Topic: Peul's Letter to Philemon. 
unior ic: 's Letter to 
3 J Lesson Material: Acts 20 : 36-38; Romams #6: 3-4; Philip- 
pian$ 2: 25-30; Philemon. 
wre egy aes sr atiens 6: 10. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Paul ae a Friend. 
Topic for Young P. and Adults: The Place of F; ip 
Ws Saristinn Like. sais 











The portion of the text indicated by the Intérnational 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson help’ is 
Philem, 8+21 


Philem. 8 Wherefore, though I have all boldness in Christ 
to enjoin thee that which is befitting, 8 yet for love’s sake 


shouldest have. him. for ever;. 16 no a. 
but more than a ‘servant, a brother beloyed, specially to 
mre, but, how much, rather to thee, both 
the Lord. 17 If then. thou countest me 
him as myself. 18 But if he hath wronged thee at all, or 
oweth thee augh*, put that to mine account; 19 I. Paul write 
it with mine own hand, I will repay it: that.I say not unto 
thee that thou owest to me even thine own self besides. 
20 Yea, brother, let me have * joy of thee in the Lord: re- 
fresh my heart in. Christ, : 
21 Having confidence in thine obedience I write unto 
thee, knowing that thou wilt do even beyond what I say. 
2Or, an ambassador, and now &c. *The Greek word 
means Helpful. Comp. ver. 20 marg. *Gr,, good tid- 
ings, See marginal note on Mt. 4:23. *Gr., bond- 
servant. *Or, help. Comp. ver. 10 marg. 

Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and aro supplied to make sense. 

American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








added some personal greeting at the end (Gal. 6: 11) 
and always the signature in.his own hand (2 Thess. 
3:17). But apparently. this whole letter being of a 
private and personal nature was written by Paul him- 
self.. The form of this sentence adds peculiar em- 
phasis to the promise. Thou owest. We may para- 
phrase thus, “Repay, yes, I say. this’ not because I 
doubt you, but because I: want ‘to: press: on you -all 
claims that I may justly urge.’ 
Philemon owed his conversion to Paul. 

Verse 21.—Do even beyond what I say. This may 


be a delicate suggestion that: Onesimus should - be 
freed. But this is uncertain: . 


his. implies - that 





A Millionaire of Friends 
‘ By Amos R. Wells 


A®: WHAT a wealth of fellowship, how many 
friends had Paul ; and who could list the brother-. 
hood and catalogue them all? We know of youth- 
ful Timothy, reared ima godly home; we know of 
kindly Barnabas, the first with Paul to roam; we 
know of Mark the minister: who wrote the precious 
Book; ancy Luke the good physician who never 
Paul forsook. And there was faithful Silas,: bold 
singer in the night;: the eloquent Apollos, who; 
sought the clearest light; the comrade working 
Aquila, Priscilla) mated. well, the hospitable Lydia. 
with whom "twas, joy. to dwell; Phoebe the loyal 
messenger; Onesimus the slave; his master, kind. 
Philemon; and Aristarchus brave. Yes, and 
Epaphroditus, who ‘brought the kindly aid; the: 
dear Ephesian elders with: whom the apostle. prayed; 
the prison comrade Epaphras, Titus the *brother 
true,-and Tychicus the faithful, ready to dare and 
do; Euodizs and Syntyche, Jason who. gave his 
bail; Amphias, Stachys, Junia, and Mnason did 
rot fail, nor Lucius, Andronicus, the brother 
Sosthenes,. Epaenetus and Trophimus, .and many* 
more than these. . Ah, Paul. was. most courageous, , 
and well alone could stand, yet wisely won his 
helpers and friends on every hand; and ‘he had 
learned that friendship is a ship that carries far, and 
he had learned that comrade love is Heaven's 
guiding star. 











Christ ? 


A Lesson Outline 
1. A parable of justification 


2. A pattern of friendship 
Golden Topics 

1. Notice the place of: reconciliation in a Chris- 
tian’s life. Oriesimus had. wronged Philemon. That 
was the position as it affected the: personal side. Paul 
did not allow the fact that slave-owning is in itself 
wrong to obscure: this -immediate aspect of the case. 
Two wrongs do not’ make a right, and Onesimus was 
not going to redress the wrongs of the slaves by rob- 
bing his master. 

On the other hand} Paul pleads with Philemon. He 
is willing to let. himself under, heavy obligation to 
the one in order to help. the other... . 

He thus stands. between the two as a daysman. or 
mediator (Job 9:33).. He is .a “repairer of the 
breach” (Isa. 58:12)...And that is a blessed thing 
for any Christian to be doing. . “Blessed are the 
peacemakers: for they shall. be called the children of 
God” . (Matt... 5:9). How far are our friendships and 


the friendships of our children of this helpful sort? 


2. Notice the courtesy of, Paul’s letter. Our letter 
writing can be a ministry )for God. if we; make it so. 

3. Note especially that Paul’s action with~ regard 
to Onesimus becomes’avery effective illustration of 
the action of the Lord Jesus Christ on behalf of the 
sinner. - He does not ‘extenuate or minimize the sin. 
But he pleads for forgiveness for’ the sinner, on the 
ground of his own -merit in the eyes of Philemon 
his friend. More than that, he makes himself per- 
sonally responsible for the liabilities and obligations 
under which Onesimus lies. . “Put that to mine ac- 


* count” is the very message of the Gospel. 


The Practical Aim 


_ To present the doctrine of substitution to the pupils 
in a concrete form which might make it more easily 
understood. 


Final Word 5 
Nothing to pay! the debt is so great, 
What will you do with the awful weight? 
How shall the way of ape be made? 
Nothing ‘to pay! yet i@ must be paid! / 


Hear the voice of Jesus. say, “ 

“Verily, thou hast nothing to pay! 

All has been put to my account, : 

I have paid the full amount.” L ayiawe 
—Frances Ridley Havergal. 


Tunsrivce Wezxts, ENG. 
de 


Questioris for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr.- Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. ‘Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr.-Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of ‘the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover. the answers as given in the following issue? 


JHAT do we know of Paul’s life during his im- 
prisonment in Rome 4 
2. Which of his letters were written-from Rome? 


3. For whom is Paul’s letter to Philemon ’a manifesta- 
tion of friendship, Philemon or Onesimus? 
4. What was the basis of Paul’s intercession for 


| Onesimus, as clearly stated in his letter? 


5. In this instance what- is the difference between profit 
and loss? , 


.6. What here reminds us of Joseph in Egypt? . 
+9. What phrase in Paul’s letter strikingly points to 


8..In. what. places. are we: told:that Paul had friends? 
9. Whom would you naine:ds, his) closest. friends ?. .- 
16. Which ones of Paul’s letters include: personal mes- 


' sages to his friends? 


i according to 





“a1. What is: evident, from 
his feeling toward women <i 

12. What friends had risked their: lives for Paul’s sake, 

his own testimony?» ; What close friend 

finally deserted him? er ma ; 

-13. What essential element _of true. friendship - did 

riscilla and Aquila, and also Epaphroditus, show? 

14. What two essentials of true friendship are indicated 
in the Golden Text? - ‘ae 

15. Indicate other elements of friendship suggested by 
Christ. 


Paul’s letters, concerning 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson- questions of the preceding 
week are given on-one-of the later pages of this issue. 























Lesson for December 16. Acts 20 : 36-38; 
kKomans 16: 1-4; Philippians 2 : 25-30; Philemon 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue PrincipLe or Depuction.—Train the pupil 
to reason down from an accepted principle to its 
applications and implications. 











F WE turn to the Word itself for our idea ‘of the’ 


content of friendship we may then investigate the 
extent to which Paul exemplified it in his relations 
with his friends. We may discover from the Scrip- 
ture at least five elements in true friendship: 


Intimacy.—"I have called you friends; for all things © 


that I have heard of my Father I have made known 
unto you” (John 15:15). 
Love —“A friend loveth at all times” (Prov. 17: 17). 


Fidelity.—“Faithful are the wounds of a friend” 
(Prov. 27:6). v 

Faithfulness.—“A friend loveth at all times” (Prov. 
‘17: 17). 

Sacrifice —“Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his friends” (John 
15: 13), ; pag 
. Let the class discover these qualities, if possible, in 
‘the varied friendships of Paul. In the letter to Phile- 
mon, Paul is presuming on the friendship of Phile- 
mon, but he is also manifesting his own. He is con- 
fident that because of his loye for Paul his wealthy 
friend will sacrifice his pride of position and accept 
Onesimus as a Christian brother instead of as a slave. 
Such a request assumés a degree of intimacy that 
makes it possible to make.a request that might other- 
wise be regarded as an insult. Paul expresses his 
Jove in the ‘whole manner of his approach, and not 
only. Philemon the: master is compassed within it, but 
Onesimus® the slave. He keeps faith with his friend 
Philemon by refusing to keep as his own servant the 
slave belonging to his friend, but he is faithful to 
Onesimus in pleading that now he may be received 
as a brother in’ Christ. His spirit of sacrifice is ap- 
parent in- this and in his offer to make good for 
Onesimus whatever of debt he owes. That his own 
friends did not lack this spirit of sacrifice is evident 
in- his references to Priscilla and Aquila, and to 
Epaphroditus. It is characteristic of true friendship 
that its essential qualities are reciprocal. 

Hountinopon, Pa. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Joking.—Who once was unprofitable to thee, but 
now ts profitable to thee and to me (v. 11). When 
we come to this lesson in Philemon I just. groan. 
Dr: Campbell Morgan has an address he gives on 
Philemon that makes anything a poor old Rock Run- 
ner like me can say sound like thirty cents!) When 
some good, serious. brother takes me to task for. being 
light and jokey, quoting Ephesians 5:4, and with the 
statement that there is nothing like jesting in the 
Bible, I send hirfi to this delightful letter of Paul’s, 
telling him to read it carefully and understandingly. 
This letter reveals a side of Paul we do not find else- 
where. Letters to intimates are always revealing. As 
I write, some letters of Mark Twain’s when he was 
twenty-two toa little sweetheart of seventeen reveal 
to us the wonderful: genius he afterward became. 
When a man writes for the public he steps along 
with a dictionary at his right hand and a grammar at 
his left, but when he writes to his friend the just 
“steps on the gas” and “lets her go,” so to speak. 
That is the way I write to you folks, for you Pussies 
in the Corner are my twenty-one-year-long ‘friends — 
and I make noclaim to be one of “them literary fellers !” 
I ‘have an old friend, a mill worker, who when he 
was owt of town used to write me. He paid little 
attention to spelling. He would write, “Excuse spel- 
ing, — it is a blame pore speler what can’t spel a word 
more’n.one way.” Those who know the language 
‘in which Paul wrote tell us that the verse quoted 
above is a joke on Onesimus’ name, just as people 
joke on names today. For example, I am writing 
this note in the waiting room of Dr. Head, ‘into 
whose hands in a few minutes will be this head of 
mine, since he happens to be my dentist during the 
sickness of my brother “Doc.” All those present will 
know lots of names upon which there is a play. And 
this only goes to prove that in two thousand years 
that one trait of human nature has not evoluted worth 
a cent. - 


Master and Man.—No longer as a servant, but 
more than a’servant, a brother beloved (v. 16). That 
word “servant” is’ our word “slave.” At the time 
Paul wrote this familiar letter human slavery was 
in full bloom all over the world. It was white slav- 





ery, and if you want to know a phase of it and have 
a‘thrifler of’a story while doing it, sit down to the 
story “Quo Vadis”: when you have lots of time ahead. 
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Onesimus. was’ a.runaway slave who had lost himself 


- in the dark places of that ahcient London-Paris-New 
‘York-Chicago. 


But: he had been found by Christ, as 
many ‘another hiding in a dark place has been found, 
and made a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17). But to bring 


“this lesson down to this day of our Lord we can 


safely say that just as soon as any “servant” becomes 
a real Christian he automotically, as it were, becomes 
“more than a servant.” He becomes a brother beloved. 
When Mr. Horace A. Beale, one of our most. promi- 
nent iron manufacturers, passed away, he was carried 
to his last ‘resting place upon the hillside yonder by 
his dearest, friends, by. his brethren beloved, the work- 
men who for years had been with him and who had 
followed him .from -Thorndale to ‘Hibernia and from 
Hibernia to Parkesburg, and now followed him with 
sad hearts up to Fairview. The*tears these old 
“servants” .shed were not onion tears, but brotherly 
tears.. It was the same way when Craig Ridgway, 
our. father, went Home. .Qh, yes, I know it is not 
often done. The “pall bearers” are apt to be the 
man’s competitors in -whole or. part. Those who 
tried to get his customers, clients, or~patients. Yet 
this fact remains: the good old faithful “servants” of 
the mill owner are those who make the fine mansions, 
the automobiles, and the other things possible. Nor 
do these fine fellows envy the good old “Phile- 
mon” one of them, when the “old man” has his work- 
man not as a “servant” but as a “brother beloved.” 


-When the “old man” comes down with the Boazian 


attitude, “The Lord be with you,” and they answered 
him, “The Lord bless thee” (Ruth 2:4). 


Fun.—Yca, brother, let me have joy of thee in the 
Lord (v. 20). There is another word of three let- 
ters that I like just as well as “joy.” It is “fun. 


£Yea, brother, let me have some fun with thee in the 


Lord.” No one plays ball, foot or basket or base, 
or golf or billiards, or bowls for “joy.” No one 
collects old furniture, pictures, coins, stamps, glass, 
books, or anything else for “joy.” Go ask one of these 
“fans” or “collectors” the question, “Why do you do 
it?” The reply invariably is, “Oh, just for the fun 
o’ the thing!” So in the Ridgway vetsion please 
read “fun” for “joy.” As Paul says to his good friend 
Philemon I say to all you old fellows who have be- 
come bored with life and are stale and in the way — 
also to you young fellows who are plugging along 
and “getting nowhere” — “Come right along with this 
Corner, and ‘let me have some fun with thee in the 
Lord.’”” How? -Christmas is at hand, only nine days 
away. For a starter write to that Board of- your 
church that looks after the. poor old preachers and 
their widows, and ask them to send you a list of 
names. Go to the bank and get some nice new crisp 


_ bills and the long envelopes they have at Christmas 


time, ahd get some wire clips. Now write a little 
note of cheer with a verse or‘two of Scripture. Here 
are one or two of my favorites: Deuteronomy 31:6; 


“Malachi 3: 16, 17; Philippians 4:6, 7, 19; 1 Peter 


5:7. To your little note clip a nice crisp bill, sign 
your name and address, and send it on in the name- 
of the Lord. When the returns begin to come in you 
will be hearing songs singing under your vest. And 
not only Christmas’ melodies, but tunes that sound all 
down the year. That is only one way to have fun. 
I used to have a friend whose wife had a class of 
men in the Sunday-school. My friend used to look 
for the fellows the saloons kicked out at night and get 
them into his wife’s Sunday-school class. He was a 
“collector,” that was his fun. One of the heads of 
the great. Baldwin Locomotive Works, when he was a 
young fellow struggling up, found his fun in going 
into the alleys and reading the Bible to the old folks. 
“A word to the wise is sufficient”! 


CoaTESVILLE. Pa. 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list ot International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. October 7.—Paul in Ephesus 
Acts 19: 1-41; Ephesians 4 : 1-16 
2. October 14.—Spiritual Gifts ....... 1 Corinthians 12 to 14 
3. October 21.—Christian Stewardship 
2 Corinthians 8:1 to 9:15 
4. October 28.—Paul’s Last Journey to Jerusalem 
Acts 20:1 to 21:17; 2 Corinthians 11 : 28 
s. November 4.—World’s Temperance Sunday 
: Romans 13 : 1-14 
6. November 11.—Peace and Good Will Among Men 
Romans 12: 1-2! 
7. November 18.—Paul’s Experiences in Jerusalem 
Acts 21:17 to 23:35 
8 November 25.—The Prayers of Paul (May be used as a 
Thanksgiving Lesson.) Acts 20: 36-38; Romans 1 : 8-10; 
Ephesians 1 : 15-23; 3 : 14-21; 1 Thessa!onians 1 : 2-5 
9. December 2.—Paul Before His Judges.Acts 24:1 to 26: 32 
10. December 9.—Paul Goes to Rome 


Acts 27:1 to 28:31; Romans 1 : 8-15; Philippians 1: 12-14 . 


11, December 16.—Paul and His Friends 

Acts 20 : 36-38; Romans 16 : 1-4; Philippians 2 : 25-30; Philem. 

12. December 23.—Paul’s Last Message....2 Timothy 4 : 1-18 
tT, 

Christmas Lesson.—The Birth of Jesus......... Luke 2: 1-20 

13: December 30.—Review: Paul, the World ‘Christian 
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The Hlustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department;. one dollar is. paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully_a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advamce of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Hlustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
peci -” desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 


Nero and Paul.—Being such a one as Paul the 
aged, and now a prisoner also (Philem. 9). Paul 
languishes in prison and Nero sits on the throne, but 
there comes a time when people call their dogs 
“Nero,” but they call their sons “Paul.”—From Meth- 
odist Times.’ Sent by J. E. Williamson, Egremont, 
Cumberland, Eng. 


In His Heart.—That thou shouldest have him for 
ever (v. 15). Two little Zulu boys in South Africa 
heard a missionary speak, and one of them, when 
asked later by his mistress what he had heard, said: 
“Oh, there was a wonderful Man, and people were 
very unkind to him, and he died and went up to 
Heaven; but he came down again and was like a little 
child in people’s hearts.” The lady asked him what 
he did when he heard this, and, with shining face, 
he answered: “I opened my heart and let the little 
Babe Christ in; he came in and my heart closed over 
him and he is inside.” Later that little heathen 
boy went back to his own people and was cruelly 
treated because of his love for Jesus. They tried 
in every way to get the love of Christ out of his 
head and heart, but they could not do it. The little 
boy would keep saying, “He is inside, and you can- 
not get him out, and you must be very careful not 
to hurt him.”—From The Junior King’s Business. Sent 
by J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


“Even Beyond.”—I write unto thee, knowing that 
thou wilt do even beyond what I say (v. 21). It is 
not Christian to do all that is expected of us. Unbe- 
lievers often do that. ‘Christianity does more than 
that. A man in a hospital, just after a severe opera- 


-tion, asked his nurse to: turn his pillow. She at once 


rearranged: two pillows, and made him much more 
comfortable. As minute after minute and hour after 
hour dragged on, he noticed-that whenever he asked 
this nurse for anything, she.always did more than 
he asked: did it instantly and cheerily. Finally he 
asked her if she remembered what the Lord said about 
going “the second mile,” and told her how gratefully 
he had noticed that she:always went that second mile. 
And it meant, oh, so much, to a weak, suffering pa- 
tient a. there in helplessness!—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by William S. Bowden, New 
Albany, Ind. 


A Korean Phoebe.—Phocbe our sister, who is a 
servant of the church (Rom. 16:1). A_ wealthy 
Korean lady stopped her sedan chair outside a book- 
shop in An Dong. Meeting a friend, she said, “I have 
just bought some books to give to my unbelieving 
neighbors.” “Where are they?” she was asked. “In 
the chair,” was the reply. And a coolie raised the 
curtain, and disclosed the chair packed full of Mark’s 
Gospel, tracts, and hymn books. “But,” the lady was 
told, “the chair is full, and you cannot get in.” “No 
matter,” she laughed, “it is only thirty li [fifteen 
miles], and I can walk.” The coolies were bidden to 
take up the chair, and the lady followed, her face 
beaming with pleasure, and those who know what 
riding in a chair stands for among Korean women 
can appreciate the sacrifice in this story. She was 
past fifty years old —From the Sunday School Chron- 
icle. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


Hoover’s Decoration.—A friend loveth at all times 
(Golden Text). At the close of the World War the 
king and queen in the besieged kingdom (Belgium) 
sent. for the man (Herbert Hoover) who had given 
their people food and buoyed them with hope, and 
said, “We should like to honor you: with the highest 
decorations in the kingdom.” They gave him his 
choice, but he refused them all. His answer was: 
“You have stood at the gateway of civilization and 
held back the tide of aggression, while we have only 
shared with you what we had to give. For that one 
does not ask honers.” The king and queen said, “He 
is our very great friend’ and they created for him a 
new order to which only ‘one: man belonged, and the 
title was, “Friend of the Belgian people.”—From 
“Elisabeth, Queen ofthe Belgians,” by Katherine- 
Glover. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, Ne Y. 


The Love that Covers.—A friend loveth at all times 
(Golden Text). One of the women belonging to the 
Mothers’ Club: at the settlement came to excuse her- 
self from the meeting with her face swollen and highly 
discolored. She was hiding it with a shawl, and she 
exclaimed earnestly: “He wouldn’t have done it for 





Saek leat amined 


RE) SCE 


_— 


ooo 











720 * 


anything, not for a hundred dollars. But 
he wasn’t himself, and I said noms 
that crossed him. Then he done it. 
black awful easy, anyway.”—Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. Prise 
sllustration. 


4 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
thou who art the friend of sinners, we 
thank thee for thy patient love toward 
us. As thou, hast been merciful to us, so 
may we, by thy grace, show. ourselves 
merciful to others. Help us, we pray thee, 
to enter more iully than ever before into 
an understanding of true friendship. May 
our attitude toward others be a reflection of 
thine own, in considerate,. unselfish eager- 
ness to give blessing to others rather than 
to get advantage for ourselves. May we be 
at the call of friendship in every hour 
of need, and gladly undertake burdens for 


others who are in any distress of mind, 
body, or spirit. In thy dear name we pray. 
Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Do you like to 
keep out of debt? Yes! No wonder. 
And when you have a debt that you get 
rid of slowly, what a drag it is! But the 
biggest debt we have is one we never 
can pay. Yet it is paid already! Wha 
we owe to God because of our sin nothing 
we can work out would ever pay. But 
the Saviour has taken over all that awful 
debt, and has paid it! We cannot, but 
he has, for us. Oh, the wonder of it! 
And his servant Paul tells Philemon that 
if Onesimus owes him anything, just to 
put it to Paul’s account, and Paul will 
pay it. There’s friendship for you! Yes, 
“a frierfd loveth at all times,” —in hard 
times as well as in easy times. Are we 
as ready as Paul to give a friend a lift? 
What can you do this week to let some 
one know you are his ftiend? Let us 
pray. 





“A FRIEND LOVETH 


yore you A. FRIEND 


AT ALL TIMES” 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
FRIEND 

“F ill Me, Holy Spirit, Fill Me.” 
“Rejoice, All Ye Believers.” 
“I Am Praying for You.” 
“E ver Present Saviour.” 
“N one but Christ Can Satisfy.” 
“Do Something for Others.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bibte Songs: No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“More Than Life” (133: 1-3). Psalm 6 : 1-7. 
“In Brotherhood” (26y :1, 2). Psalm ‘133 : 1-3. 
“God’s Own City” (174: 1-3). Psalm 87 : 1-7. 
“What Manner of Love” (207: 1, 2). 

Psalm 103 : 1-5. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Acts 20: 36-38; Romans 16: t- 

4; Philippians 2:15-30; and the 
Epistle to Philemon. The class will re- 
call that in our lesson last week we left 
Paul a prisoner in Rome, awaiting his 
trial before Czsar, the Roman Emperor. 
He lived in his own hired house, and 
could see all who came to him. Although 
he could not go from placeeto place, 
and was chained to a soldier, still Paul 
was happy in telling the Good News to 
the people who came to his house. He 
had a number of his old friends. with 
him. There was Luke, whom he called 
the “beloved physician,” Timothy, whom 
he called his son in the Gospel, Tychicus, 
a friend from Roman Asia, and John 
Mark, who at one time was a quitter but 
was a good helper now. All of these 


friends, working together, would tell the | 


Aoved the runaway slave, and would have 
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Good News to people in different parts | 
of the great city, and would invite the 
people to Paul’s house to hear the great 
preacher himself. Paul weuld tell the 
soldiers who guarded him about the Sav- 
iour, and the soldiers would tell others 
the wonderful story, and in this way many 
of the soldiers and servants of the Roman 
Emperor heard the Gospel and believed. 
And perhaps they might never have heard 
in any other way. ' Paul was willing to 
be a prisoner, if that would help people 
hear about the Lord Jesus. 

One day Onesimus, a slave who had 
run away from his master, came to Paul’s 
house. Paul told him about the Lord 
Jesus ; he repented of his sins, and told Paul 
all about running away from Philemon, 
his master. He believed on the Lord, 
and was changed into a good man. Paul 


kept him to help tell the Good News in 
Rome. But Paul knew it would not be 
right to keep him, for, according to the 
laws of that country, Onesimus was the 
property of Philemon. ‘He may have 
been afraid to return to his master, but 
Philemon was one.of Paul’s friends, who 
had, no doubt, heard the Good News 
when Paul preached in Roman Asia. At 
any rate, he was a Christian. Paul wrote 
him a good, kind letter, telling him of 
the great change in Onesimus, and asked 
him to receive the runaway slave just 
as he would receive his friend Paul. ‘We 
believe that Philemon was glad to see 
Onesimus, and that perhaps he made.a: 
more loving master after reading Paul’s 
letter. We are sure that Onesimus made 
a more obedient servant. 

Paul had other friends to visit him 
while he was a prisoner. Among these 
friends was Epaphroditus, who came from 
the church at Philippi, bringing the pris- 
oner a loving, generous gift from his 
Philippian friends. Epaphroditus stayed 
awhile with Paul, doing many kind, 
thoughtful deeds for the imprisoned man. 
When he went home, Paul wrote a beau- 
tiful letter, in which he thanked the good 
people of Philippi for their thoughtful- 
ness’ and gave them some precious 
thoughts of God to help them in their 
daily living. 

We are richer today because of the 
wonderful letters Paul wrote while he 
was a prisoner in Rome. Shall we not’ 
thank our Father in Heaven for Paul’s 
life and for his Letters, which give us 
such a lovely picture of the Lord Jesus? 

Sing “Blest Be the Tie That Binds.” 

Cirnton, S. C, 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. The “human side” of Paul. 
2. Friends “in the Lord.” 











6¢-\H, I just adore Dr. Blank! He is 

so human! Not a bit like a 
preacher!” ‘It was a girl’s éager young 
voice contributing her opinion of the 
new minister to the general discussion 
of the group of his younger members. 
“Well, was Dr, So-and-So [the “old” 
minister] inhuman, then?” laughingly 
asked another girl. “Why, no—not ex- 
actly—— but he was so preacherish, and 
Dr. Blank is just like a man—only a 
very good man—oh, you all know what 
I mean,” was the rather halting reply. 
And they all did, and they all “adored” 
Dr. Blank for that very humanness, too, 
so that his “very goodness” touched and 
changed many a young life in that group. 

Yow can impress this same dear hu- 
manness of Paul’s upon your own girls’ 
minds, if you will gather together the 
stray bits of light on this very point, 
scattered: through his own letters and 
Luke’s history (Acts). It would be a 
most convincing proof of Paul’s lovable- 
ness just to bring to your class a writ- 
ten list of the names of all those mentioned 
as his personal friends, most of them with 
words of warm affection. Any man who 
had so many friends—and there must 
have been some not mentioned by name in 
those few letters — must have been “hu- 
man” to the last degree,,a man whose 
love reached out in such friendly ways 
that it was as widely and warmly re- 
turned, 

At least read to your girls the first 
fifteen verses of the last chapter of Paul’s 
letter to the Roman Christians. Count 
the names included in those messages of 
greeting. Note the many different kinds 
of friends Paul claimed among that group 
of Christians. Especially notice how lov- 
ingly and appreciatively he remembered 
his friends among the Christian women 
—and he is often counted unfair to wo- 
mankind! Which ones in that list would 
you judge to be sttong yotng men, or 
women, which ones older even than he, 
at that time? See that some had shared 
his hardships, many had worked with 
him, some had risked their lives to spare 
his. What a glimpse of the untold 
stories in -Paul’s life lies behind such 
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words as, “Greetings to Rufus, .. . and 
to his mother, who has also been a 
mother to me’! What generous tributes 
Paul pays to the work done by his friends 
—not a tinge of jealousy or selfishness.! 
This one passage from this one letter 
alone would be a. sufficient window- 
opening through which fo see how “hu- 
man” was Paul the greatest of the apos- 
tles. Yet think of his friends in Philippi, 
Corinth, Ephesus, Lystra, Antioch! 

2. Help your girls, after they have 
caught a vision of this side of Paul’s 
many-sided character, to notice that every 
one of these rich friendships was “in the 
Lord.” It is not to be supposed that Paul 
had forgotten the friends of his early 
life; he was hot a forgetting sort of © 
man. * But he found his joy in friends 
who loved his Best Friend, as ke did, best 
of all. And he longed, with anguish al- 
most, that those friends of other years 
might know this Friend. Read 9: 
1-3, and to: 1, in this same letter to the 
Romans, for testimony to the love 
Paul felt for his own race and éarly 
friends. There is no other bond of 
friendship so lasting, so deep, so satis- 
fying as love between friends in Christ 
Jesus. Let your girls try it and prove 
it. Nor is there anything one friend. can 
do for another better than to lead the 
friend out of Christ to an experimental 
knowledge of him. 


Home Study 
Make a list of the names of Paul’s 
friends, as far as you now know them. 


Could you tell why each name belongs on 
that list? 


Decatur, Ga. 
ye 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: ‘Charge it to my account.” 


Discussion: Debts and payments. Pen- 
alties and pardons. 


Objective: Believing and acting upon 














the fact of the atoning sacrificesof Jesus. 








AY, fellows, a happy fellow went 

J down to the sporting goods store the 
other day. He was going to purchase a 
complete football outfit for himself. He 
had wanted it a long time, but didn’t have 
the money. On this particular morning 
he carried a note from his father, which 
read: “Charge it to my. account.” I 
do not know the other details. The 
happy fact was that a long cherished de- 
sire was to be gratified, and that through 
the generosity of another. 

The story of Onesimus, the defaulting 
slave, is something like that—only a 
good deal’ more so. Onesimus had com- 
mitted a grievous wrong\against Phile- 
mon, his owner. , He had stolen from him 
— money or something else. Fearful of 
the consequences, he had fled the coun- 
try. We do not know how-he met Paul 
the apastle; but to meet Paul was also 
to meet Jesus Christ. And to meet Jesus 
means to. open a. flood of light on one’s 
own self. Onesimus, doubtless, did not 
fully realize the blackness of his sin 


+} against his master until Paul introduced 


him to Jesus the great .Mastet. - Then 
he began to realize it. To know Jesus 
means to want to be at peace with all 
men. It. makes one want.to right the 
wrongs he has done. When Zaccheus 
learned to know Jesus in the. forgiveness 
of his sins, his first resolve was to re- 
store fourfold to those ‘from whom he 
had taken. money wrongfully. 

But poor Onesimus’ had nothing with 
which to pay, and he was afraid to re- 
tury to his outraged master. This is 
where the fine part of the story comes in. 
Paul, his good friend, arranged it. Paul 
had a credit balance with Philemon. It 
was not on Philemon’s books, but in 
Philemon’s heart. Paul ‘had brought to 
Philemon’s heart and life the richest, best 
asset he had ever known. Paul had 
brought Jesus into his iife. So Paul be- 
lieyed he ‘had a right to ask a big favor 
of Philemon, and say, “Charge it to my 
account.” This he did. “I Paul write 
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Lesson for December 16. Acts 20 : 36-38; : 
Romans 16: 1-4; Philippians 2 : 25-30; Philemon 


this with mine own hand—TI will pay 
you in full. (I say nothing of the fact 
that you Gwe me even your own self.)’ 
(Weymouth.) - ; Te 3 
Fellows, this aera: incident brings 
us straight up to the biggest fact we can 
know about ourselves. When we received 
Jesus as Saviour, our debt. of guilt was 
charged off to his account.. He antici- 
pated out dire need and made provision 
against it. “Who-his own self bare our 
sins in his own body on the tree, that we, 
being dead to sins, should live unto right- 
eousness” (1 Pet. 2:24). Debt is a seri- 
ous thing at best. Debt that you can 





‘Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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never hope to pay is tragic. It is killing. 
The debt of sin, under God’s justice, 
carries the dedth penalty, and there is 
but one escape, Jesus arranged it. And 
when you accepted the gift of pardon 
that he madé possible by his own death, 
he looked to the Father and said, “Charge 
it to my account.” 

Then the next thrilling fact, fellows, is 
that the Credit Account of Jesus is suffi- 
cient to carry you through on the program 
he has laid out for you, You neéd never 
hesitate for fear the resources will be 
exhausted. As a joint-heir with’ Christ 
you can make unlimited drafts upon the 
supply. You cannot undertake too hard 
or too costly an enterprise for the Lord 
Jesus. “But my God shall supply all your 
need according to his riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4: 19). 

These are the two facts that make the 
Christian life so rich, so capable of 
achievement, so boundless in satisfaction 
—in joy. 





But you have to believe with all 
your heart. Onesimus would never 
have made good-if he had not carried the 
letter to Philemon. 


GREENSBORO, N, C. 


we 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the, lesson of December 9) 
1. See Romans 1: 8-15. 


2. In Acts 19: 21 we-read, first, of Paul’s 
desire to “see Rome,” and in his letter to 
the Christians there, written from Corinth 
a few months after those words were uttered 
in Ephesus, we read his fullest statement 
about this purpose, Romans 15: 28-33. 


3. “But I would ye should understand, 
brethren, that the things which happened 
unto me have fallen out rather unto the 
furtherance of the gospel” (Phil. 1: 12). 

4. The success of Paul’s preaching in 
Rome, during those fwo years of this im- 
“ingen ag Fog often and clearly stated in 
is own letters, as well as indicated in 
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THE BIBLE 
: UNDER FIRE 


By JOHN L. CAMPBELL, D.D. 


A scholarly defense of the integrity of the Scriptures. 
With an introduction by Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, of 
Princeton Seminary. - $2.50 

“Dr. Campbell has given us a faith-quickenmg 
book.” — Zhe Sunday School Temes. 


HARPER & BROTHERS, Publishers, New York 
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* M ANY stars shone on that first Christmas night 
but only one led to CHRIS, wh 

“ 9 & pageant, text erna ‘nery, 
THE STAR pat oe by Grant Colfax Tullar, leads 

to the same CHRIST. Excels in spiritual values and 

other important particulars. An examination copy 

will be loaned to the Pastor, S. S. Sup’t. or Chairman 

of Program Com. requesting it. Send request te 


Grant Colfax Tullar 
Reom 620 M, 154 Nassau Street, New York, N. Y. 


When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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Authorized King James Version 
CONTAINING 583 PICTURES ILLUSTRATING THE TEXT 


Inclading many Color Platea of the Famous Biblical Painti: by Tise-t 
All Maps in Four Colors, Marginal Baboreness and Téeachere’ Holpe 


be Bethlehem Picture Bibles the whole inspiring story is told in the universal language of pictures. Never before 


has a Bible been published with such a profusion of faithful and artistic illustrations. 
lands and people been so accurately and clearly portrayed. You learn how the people dressed and how they lived. 
You actually. see the streets and gardens they trod. All in attractive pictures. 


For Interesting Young People the Bethlehem Picture Bible is Pre-eminent 
“A Picture is Worth Ten Thousand Words” 


Never before have Bible 


“Your plan of publishing and distributing 
the Picture Bible is sound sense. The amaz- 
— ing growth in the circulation of the illus- 
trated daily papets bears witness to the hu- 
man necessity of having pictures to look at. 
The Eye-gate to the City of Man-soul has 
been t00- ong neglected, Reng Tk all. suc- 
cess.’*—Daniel Russell, D.D., Pastor ‘ulgers 
Presbyterian Church, N. Y. 





“The frequenti pictures are of excellent char- 
acter, and beautifully illustrate the Book of 
books. The historical and archeological notes 
are all by men of acknowledged learning and 
ait hai Di Pete oy he oe high order.” 
=_ , D.D., Pastor lethodist Episco; 

tlanta, Georgia. “onees! 
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“I haye inspecttd The Picture Bible and_re- 
gerd it as particularly effective for both Sun- 
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kind published.. You can make $50 to $125 


’ 5 Offer to examine “The Beth- 
weekly. Full of part time. All leads from 
your territory given you with full credit for 


sale. No experience We sh M * ‘ lehem Picture Bible ’’— 

mecessary. fe show you Grain’ ; i } . 
how. SEND COUPON for INFORMATION. Divinity, Circuit, Binding ys without Cost : 
, - ges under Gold. 














Bible Corporation of ‘Amerie , cota ae 


Check Square ‘ $24 E. Graybar Bldg., New York City 
oO I. ‘would like. to see the Bethlehem Picture Bible. Send me your 
524 E. Graybar Building 
NEW YORK CITY 


special . examination. effer. 
a I would like to represent you in my locality. 
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“The Book for All Ages’’ 
A National Bible for every price and purpose 
Atk to see a National Bible at your book store 


National Publishing Company 
PHILADELPHIA 








DELIGHTFOL CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
Name Pencil Sets Please the Children 








No. A—Six Pencils, ras and ruler, various 
shades Coin Pocket LEATHER Case with NAM 
engraved in 22 karat Gold, 75 
No. B— Three Pencils, sha x 
shades embossed LEATHER Case with NAME 
engraved in 22 karat Gold, 40c. 










ee pers irarlae ; eet 
No. C—‘Three Assorted color Pencils, NAME in 
Gold—Holly Box, q 

Insurance 10c extra. Send Check, Money Order 


- or Stamps. 
UNIVERSAL PENCIL CO., 33 West 60th St., New York City 


| PELOUBET’S 
SELECT NOTES 


To those not now using this greatest of 
Sunday School Commentaiies, we will 
send upon request 

FREE 
the » i Quarter for 1928 —pamphlet 


you use it new you will 


want the volume for 1929. 
W. A. WILDE COMPANY, Boston 

















AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. . 





At work-in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 
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Luke’s account in Acts, —surely. indicates 
’s blessing upon his going there. 

5- God had said to him while he was in 
prison in Jerusalem, “So must thou -bear 
witness also at Rome.” 

6. Because of, Paul’s prayer, The angel 
said, ‘Lo, | ath given’ thee all them 
that sail with thee,” 


7. Evidently not, since he wrote to Chris- 
tians there, before he got there himself. 
Not all of these would be merely sojourning 
there, having brought their faith from else- 
where. Then, too, he found “brethren” at 
Puteoli, so near Rome, and “from ‘thence 
the brethren” came to meet him upon hear- 
ing he was coming. 

8. Paul and Luke the writer of the nar- 
rative. : E 

9. They were. members of his own race, 
specially invited ‘to come ‘hear him preach 
Christ. . P 

10. The soldiers to whom tie was chained 
constantly, one after another in turn, must 
have heard every sermon he preached, every 
lesson he- expounded, and so the Gospel 
spread throughout “Cesar’s hvusehold.” 

11, Note Colossians 4, Philemon, and 2 
Timothy. 

12. Paul reasoned both from the law of 
Moses and from the prophets, to show/that 
Jesus is the Christ. 

13. Because the Bible itseiz is its own best 
confirmation. 

14. Those who believe and those who dis- 
believe. i 


15. “It is the power of God unto salvation 


to every one that believeth.” 


a 


[ Children at Home ] 








The Snake Girl 
By Amelia O. Stott 
A True Story from Jepan 


6 ie Japanese call their months by the 
names of certain animals, reptiles, and 
the like. . 

It was: in the month known as that 
over which the. snake presides that Yuki 
Snow Blossom was born. Her parents 
called her that because the snake is never 
seen when the honorable snow tucks 
everything under its thick .blanket in 
northern Japan, ‘They were sorry their 
aby girl had arrived in. such \ an*un- 
lucky month, because people were pretty 
certain to avoid and dislike her. 

“Do not grieve overmuch,” said Yuki’s 
father -who adored his little black-eyed 
daughter. “She will be clever and wrig- 
gle through life’s woes and worries all 
right. Our Snow Blossom will have a 
brave spirit, too.” : 

The child grew-up small and wiry. 
She certainly could doubie up and twist 
her small body about, so that the village 
people exclaimed, “Look! See! the little 
Snake Girl.” 

Nobody liked her, alas! for they were 
very superstitious and told their children 
never to play with Yuki. 

“She might do thee narm; let her 
alone,” mothers would say to their boys 
and girls, so Snow Blossom became very 
miserable. 

She lost her good loving father at the 
age of eight, and her mot:t..r had to go 
out to work, for there was now another 
small brother to be brought up. Yuki 
carried the baby on her back all day. 
He was big and heavy, and she. was often 
tired and lonély, and always chose to 
wander on the quiet paths away from the 
village. 

One day she met a foreign Sensei 
(teacher) with her japanese Bible 
woman. 

“Why, little sister,” said the Bible 
woman, noticing the child’s sad face, 
“thou dost wear a cloud where all should 
be sunshine.” .. 

Yuki’s attempt at a smile was pathetic. 

“Oh!” she exclaimed. “Dost not know 
I was born in the Snake month and all 
the people tell their children to shun 
me? “My heart is very cold.” 

The Bible woman understood _ every- 
thing, and with much sympathy and ten- 
derness she spoke to the child. “Poor 
little sister. Come to our Sunday-school 
and we will tell thee of the Great Father 
of love up above that blue sky. He wants 





advertiser, by stating that you saw the ad- 
vertisement in The Sunday School Times. 


you to be his happy little daughter.” 





The memory of her -lost. father made 
Yuki decide to go, in spite of the fact 
that some of the children called her “the 
Snake Girl,” though most of them be- 
haved. better. Even if they had mocked 
and jeered it would not really have mat- 
tered to her, once the message of God’s 
love gripped her heart. She soon re- 
solved to be “a little friend of Jesus,” 
and instead of answering back in her old 
stinging way ‘she learned to’ smile pa- 
tiently and say, 

“Yes, IT.am the Snake Girl, but you 
ought to thank Heaven you were so for- 
tunate as to be born in the month of the 
Cdéw, Horse, or Sheep. Much more is- 
to be expected of you than of me.” 

But Yuki was soon to rise high, espe- 
cially in the opinion of the parents ‘who 
lived in the village of Ogawa (Great. 
Streams). 

One hot Sunday afternoon, just when 
all the children had squatted down on 
the tatami (mat floor) waiting for the 
teacher to come, a large poison snake 
glided swiftly down from the loose-tiled 
roof into their midst. The -children 
screamed in terror and toppled over each 
other in their frantic efforts to escape. 
Many. of them seemed helpless with 
fright, and the snake, enraged at the 
noise and confusion, was bent on attack- 
ing its defenseless victims. 

‘Suddenly Yuki seized a heavy bronze 
flower vase which was standing on the 
teacher’s desk, and with a prayer for 
help, the Snake Girl brought it down 
with a smashing blow on that wicked 
upraised head which was about io strike 
her bare legs. The snake was stunned, 
and before he could recover, the teacher 
and others rushed on the scene and killed 
it, and the danger was swiftly ended. 

“Oh, Yuki, I am truly proud of you,” 
said the Sensei. “Let us all together 
thank God for such a deliverance from 
great danger. How well it was that fear 
did not hold thee fast like the others!” 

Yuki tried to smile, but her face was 
very white. 

“IT was full of strong fears,” she whis- 
pered brokenly, “but suddenly I knew I 
was ‘the Snake Girl’ and must not be 
afraid. I am glad that the Good Father ’ 
in Heaven helped me.” 

“We shall never forget this afternoon,” 
said the teacher. “Now, children, we can 
start our Sunday-school Roll of Honor. 
I think I know whose name you will want 
me to put down.” 

“The Snake Girl,” shouted all the boys 
and girls together. “Banzai! Banzai! 
{thousands of congratulations] to our 
brave, fearless Snake Girl!” 


WortHine, Sussex, Enc. 





f For Family Worship / 
By’ Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on. the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 10 to 16 
Mon.—Philippians 2 : 19-30. 
Timothy and Epaphras. 
Paul “in Christ” dares to hold himself 
up as an example (Phil. 3:17), but the 
Holy Spirit in this “reading” is holding 
up three wonderful examples. (1) Paul 
himself (vs. 17, 18) says that “if I be 
poured out as a drink-offering” upon the 
burnt offering of the sacrifice and serv- 
ice of the Philippians’ faith (cf. Num. 
15:5), it would be worth while. _ (2) 
Timothy was so trustworthy (vs. 19-23) 
that he became Paul’s successor as leader 
of the early church, and (3) Epaphras 
was’ an utterly trustworthy messenger 
when others were ‘ing excuses (vs. 
20, 21). ‘See 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
President-elect of the United States, that 
he may be guided by the Spirit of God 
in all the great decisions he will have to 
‘make as he faces the perplexing govern- 
mental problems that were issues in the 
recent campaign. 


Tues.—Philemon 8-20. Philemon and Onesimus. 


swithin .(vs..29, 30). 
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found Christ, and so are we all unprofit- 
able servants utitil we absolutely surren- 
der, but God is looking for such, because 
he has elected not tg get his work done 
on. earth at all except through members 


of his Church, 


Prayer. Succestions: Pray that our 
national prosperity may not lead the 
Christian people of the Union to forget 
God. Pray that all representatives of 
the American government who deal with 
international. problems may make wise 
decisions. 


Wed.—Acts 20: 32-38. The Ephesian Elders. 


This is Paul’s first address to the 
church, and it-includes a caution agaitst 
the two sources of apostasy — false 
teachers -without- and ‘ambitious leaders 
Paul-like diligetice 
in soul-winning (v. 31) solves the prob- 
lem of overcoming in temptation (cf. 
Rev. 12: 11). 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for kings, 
presidents, and all rulers of other nations 
than our own, that they may have help 
in grappling with the tremendous prob- 
lems of twentieth century government at 
a time when many of them confess that 
even civilisation itself ts threatened by 
national and international dangers. 


Thurs.—Philippians 4:1-4. The Philippians. 


One reason we are not having revival 
today is because of Christians’ quarrel- 
someness, ‘like that existing between 
Euodias and Syntyche.. Paul appeais to 
some “yokefellow” to be a peacemaker 
between them. The quarreling of Chris- 
tians is on the plane of the flesh (Gal. 
5:20). Its aritidotes are God-like joy, 
moderation, trust, prayer, ‘thanksgiving, 
and peace (vs. 5-7). 

Prayer. Succestions: Pray that all 
divided brothers and- sisters everywhere 
may~take the quarrel-cure Paul gives in 
this chapter. 


Fri—Romans 16 : i-10. 
Priscilla, Aquila, and Others. 

Of- Quartus (v. 23) Dr. Alexander 
Maclaren says, “He has no wealth like 
Gaius, nor civil position like Erastus, nor 
wide reputation like ‘Timothy. He is 
only a good, simple, unknown Christian. 
He: would’ like his brethren across the 
sea to know that he thought lovingly of 
them. So he begs a little corner in 
Paul’s letter, and gets it; and there, in 
his little niche, like some statue of a for- 
gotten saint, scarce seen amid the glories 
of a great cathedral, ‘Quartus a brother’ 
stands to all time.” Leon 

Prayer SvuGGestTions: Pray for . the 
work of the American Mission for Lepers 
(Mr. W. M.-Danner, 156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City), and for all other mis- 
sions working spiritually and temporally 
in the behalf of this most miserable of 
humankind. 


Sat.—Colossians 4:7-18 Paul’s Co-workers. 


In a beautiful note on verse 12, Dr. 
Scofield notices that Epaphras, not able 
to exercise his spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 12), 
since he was shut up in prison, engages 
in the priestly service of intercession. He 
is an inspiration to prisoners, of the shut- 
in type and all others. And _ noticing 
Paul’s caution to Archippus -(v. 17) let 
us examine ourselves to see if sin is en- 
dangering the completion of a rounded 
out ministry which we ourselves have re- 
ceived from the Lord. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Full Gospel Publishing Company for the 
Blind (Rev. R. G. Shepherd, Manager, 
Montverde, Fla.); for continued bless- 
ing on Dr. Scroggie’s book, “Is the Bible 
the Word of God?” embossed by this 
company in Braille for its blind readers; 
pray for all Gospel literature published 
for the blind. 


Sun.—Psalm 63:1-11. Thirsting for God. 


The Rev. Charles E. Hurlburt, African 
missionary -pioneer and leader, says he 
long .ago stopped counting sheep jump 
over the fence when he was troubled with 
insomnia and began to try Samuel’s plan 
of saying, “Speak, Lord.” And the Lord 
invariably spoke to him, sometimes giving 
him marvelous direction for the coming 
day’s work; journeying, or. preaching. It 








Onesimus means “profitable,” but this 
slave’s name was a misnomer until he 


is a good: thing to let God talk to us, 
instead of talking to him overmuch. 


‘ 
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Lesson for December 16. Acts 20 : 36-38; 


Romans 16: 1-4; Philippians 2 : 25-30; Philemon 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
fourteen workers of the Unevangelized 
Africa Mission, that each may be clothed 
with wisdom, love, and power; for a 
greatly needed doctor and surgeon to 
minister not only to the missionaries but 
to as many as possible of the quarter of 
a million natives; that God will raise up 
native helpers to minister to the temporal 
and spiritual needs of this field; pray for 
the supply of all needs. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jt, 





December 23. Worshiping Christ in Story 
and Song. Luke 2: 1-14. 

December 30, Learning from Experience. 
Eccles; 1 : 16-18; Psa. 37 : 25. 

January 6. Forces. That Are Making the 
World Better. Matt. 13: 1-9. (Consecra- 
tion meeting.) ‘ 

January 13. Loving as Jesus Loved. John 
1g : 1-17, 


Sunday, December 16 


God’s Christmas Gift to the World 
' (Luke 231-16) 





Mon.—The unspeakable gift, @ Cor.. 9: 
Tose. Pie’ shotive behind tie gife “Cohn 
Wea-the pbject of the gift; John 20¢ 
ee in the gift (2 Cor. 5 : 19-21). 


Fri.—Included in the gift (Rom, 8 : 32). 
Sat.—Receiving the gift (John 1:12, 13). 











What has Jesus meant to the world? 
How has God’s gift benefited us? 


hm friends of a well known and 
greatly loved society leader were 
commenting upon her good qualities and 
upon her charities, which were as secret 
as they ‘were widespread.’ The one friend 
spoke of her sénding her carriage for 
friends who’ were ill, and not able to 


‘afford the luxury of a-drive. “She did 


not send her carriage,” quickty corrected 
the other friend, “she went in it. The 


‘drive was not an alms. It was a pleéas- 


ure to herself, which the invalid made 
more pleasant by sharing.” Do we get 
the same glimps¢ here of the love of God? 
He not only prepared a remedy for man’s 
lost condition, but he himself was_ the 
remedy. He did not merely send it, but 
he brought it in the person of his Son. 
It was his good pleasure to come in the 
likeness of sinful flesh that he might re- 
deem us to God. Pog 


Did you ever think of the ancestry of 
the Lord: Jesus? In it.are. some of the 
most wicked and shameful characters of 
Old Testament history. His birth and 
life meant that man no longer - could 
plead heredity and environment as an ex- 
cuse for evil life.: Christ demonstrated 
ence and for all that he could triumph 
over the worst iri man’s nature. And he 
still does just that in our hearts if we let 
him. * 


The birth of Christ was the visible sign 
to men of God’s love. (John 3:16). Is- 
rael had dimly comprehended.,it in the 
sacrifices, the Gentile nations. had in_in- 


dividuals voiced a longing for such a God,, 


but not until Christ came did the ,world 
come to know God as a loving Father, 
longing for men and.drawing them to 
himself, 


The birth of Christ meant the dawning 
of a new relationship between man and 
man. The Old Testament is full of God’s 
pleadirig for men to love one another, 
but not until. Christ came did man begin 
to understand what it was to love -his 
neighbor as himself. 

Think of some of the outworkings o 
such love, even in hearts not wholly 
yielded to Christ’s rule, — hospitals, 
homes for the aged and incurable, insane 
asylums, orphan asylums, schools, Red 
Cross societies, the great missionary en- 


~ 


terprises of the Church, and so on and on. 
Where do we find them before Christ 
came? Fe 


Had Christ not come, men would still 
be coming to God through an interme- 
diary. Do you fully realize what it means 
to be able to look up to God in prayer 
for cleansing and strength at any moment 
of the day or night? Suppose you had 
to wait until you could get to a high 
priest with your sacrifice, But the Lord 
Jesus when he came to earth came that he 
might be both our God and High Priest, 
and that in his name we might in prayer 
come ‘direct into the very presence of 
God (Heb. 9: 11-15). 

ve 


The coming of Christ meant life for 
all who would receive and foliow him 
(John 10:10). And this life was not 
merely life after death, but the abundant 
life here and now. Under the law those 
who knew God had been ‘struggling to 
live up to God’s standard and _ failing 
miserably. _ It had been a veritable death 
in life. But the coming of Christ meant 
that now the very life of Christ was to 
be man’s dynamic, and what he could not 
do before to please God, he. now was to 
do through the new life in him. The old 
commandments were to be new because 
of the new ability to keep them. 


Dare wé keep to ourselves this wonder- 
ul Good News of God’s love? Let us 
tell it abroad this Christmas season and 
bring to God not only our own heart’s 
love and devotion but some other who has 
not yet learned to love him and given 
him a place in his heart. 


b 4 
What does Christ mean to me today? 
Am I truly enjoying the abundant life 
he offers me? 
How am I sharing God’s great Gift with 
others? 














PHILADELPHIA, 
Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 
es a 














Questions for answer, and other tom- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I enjoy your advice 
to other girls so much and I wonder if you 
could help me?. E live in a section of the 
country where we have innumerable thun- 
der and lightning storms, and I am se 
afraid every time one comes. I get so 
ashamed of myself for being afraid like that, 
for F ant a Christian. I’ve tried so hard to 
overcome this fear .and have asked the 
Lord to remove that fear and each. time 
after a storm I think the next time one 
comes, I won’t be afraid, but each time. it 
is the same. I try to pray but my room 
has windows on all sides and I can see the 
flashes of lightning even with my eyes 
closed, and instead of feeling God neas 
at such a time, he seems so far away. Al- 
though frightened somewhat, I am not nearly 
so afraid if some one is around, and I know 
in my own heart that my fear should cease 
because the Lord is with me when I am 
alone. I am studying for missionary work, 
and I know this is a hindrance in my life. 
What would you do?—AFRAID, 

Y DEAR “AFRAID”: What a 

great opportunity you have to let 
the adversary know you are going to take 
God at his word, and answer your fears 
with the words of the Psalmist in Psalm 
56:3, “What time I am afraid, I will 
trust in thee.” It seems to me that the 
fifst thing you want to do is to consider 
that every storm is an opportunity for 
you to let the enemy. know that you are 
willing to suffer that fear if it continues, 
that you will not shrink from anything 
the Lord calls you to go through. Can 
you gain the consent of your mind to 
tremble, and to quiver, and to start at 
each clap of thunder and tell your enemy 
you will enjoy it, if.God wants you to be 





subject to the flesh? Do you let him 
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WON'T YOU SHARE 
YOUR CHRISTMAS JOY 
WITH THE LEPERS ? 





HEN the Wise Men from the East set out to seek ther King, 
the quest led to a tiny child, the symbol of helplessness, Who- 


ever today seeks find Him among the forgotten and neglected, 
the weak aud the helpless. 




















Thus the Christmas quest leads inevitably to the most peculiarly help- 
less of all people—the lepers. And there are more than TWO 
MILLION in the world. 


All through the year The American Mission to Lepers cares for lepers 
and their children at more than 100 centers in 20 countries. At Christmas 
it seeks to send ‘to them a practical expression of that actual touch of 
kindness that makes the whole world kin. 


WHAT DOLLARS WILL DO 


$3.00 a pair of blankets—a comforting message night ané day to 
some suffering leper. 


$5.00 a cake of soap for each leper in a whole colony. Under their 
new standards of cleanliness they will frequently trade food 
for a little extra soap. Five dollars also provides sufficient 
food for two months. 


$10.00 chaulmoogra oil for two years of weekly treatments, a period 
sufficient to cure a leper in the early stages. 


$40.00 food, clothing, shelter, Christian teachirg, medical care for 
an adult leper for one year. 





Let the American Mission to Lepers say Merry Christmas 


for you to some leper who has ceased to believe that anyone cares about h‘m. 
Your own Christmas will be happier. 





i a nin tl in sik to ton beh Mein do toe Ok bios tens Us bet co eos sa Wem ee tv bw och hn a ean Gin ic in oc oe 
FLEMING H. REVELL, Treasurer, 
The American Mission to Lepeérs, Inc., 
156 SFifth Avenue, Room 118 B, New York City. 


Desiring to help bring Christmas joy to the lepers of this and other lands, 


I enclose my contribution of 
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God permits to come to you? Or do 
you let the evil one rejoice that he is 
making a coward of you? This is a 
temptation from him, and when he sees 
what influence it has on you, he does his 
best to continue it, and does not want the 
effect of the storm to be lessened, for 
it will make -you the victor over the 
power of the air. Now, God’s Word 
tells us we are to rejoice when we have 
the opportunity to meet the “strange 
thing” that happens to us. Read 1 Peter 
4:12. Thé Devil has just- made a big 
thing out of this, and will keep it up as 
long as you will let him. 

If I were you I would look at that light- 
ning. Never expose yourself to it, but sit 
quietly, or go about the work you have 
to do with a knowledge that if you die 
| in it you are with the Lord. But yield 
| your mind to the influences of your 

“arch” enemy, you will not! The mo- 
ment will come when you wil! be able 
to look him in the face, and take the stand 
which is your privilege, that God is in 
the storm, and no harm can affright you, 
when you are safe in his keeping. : The 
fact that you are less afraid when some 
one is near shows you are leaning on the 
flesh. Come, stand up with God and 

know that every weakness that is in you 
will be subject to the voice of Jehovah 

hen you yield yourself to tle power of 
the Holy Spirit. Let God control your 
body when the very next storm comes, 
and take it as a chance to prove to the 
evil one that you will not be controlled 
by him or his influences, but that your 

God is greater than your timidity, and 
that you will not be afraid when God is 
so near. There are times when we must 
stand-up against this-enemy of ours, and 
not allow him to suggest failure in our 
lives. Resent it, and prove to him and 
to yourself that though you die in it, 
you are the conqueror, for you are not 
separated from God! We have to learn 
to endure, and this is an opportunity for 
you to accept a good lesson and to come 
off victorious. Surely you are to pray 
and talk to God, but it is a time for 
action, too, and a real revolt against the 
powers of Satan. You are not to be 
bound by any such thing as the Devil’s 
work, but are to have a free spirit in 
pon whom you love and serve. Break 

e bonds! Afid laugh in: the face of 
the storm, for your Master rides upon it, 
and whispers, “Be of good cheer: it is I; 
be not afraid” (Mark 6:50). 





With the New Books 











The Potency of Prayer. By T. C. Hor- 
ton. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 
$1.75.) There are twenty-six chapters, 
each of which might be described, after 
the alliterativé fashion of the titles. they 
bear, as short and simple, pithy and prac- 
tical. This is in harmony with the de- 
clared purpose of the book as set forth 
in the Introduction, namely, “To put 
greater emphasis upon the simplicity and 
naturalness of real prayer.’ The chap- 
ters include such themes as the following: 
Principles of Prayer, Preparation for 
Prayer, Perfunctory Prayer, Peace 
Through Prayer, The Pharisee’s Prayer, 
The Premillennial Prayer. Dr. Horton, 
‘| as the founder of the Los Angeles Bible 
Institute, a monument to his own prayer 
life, does not approach his subject~as a 
theorist, but as one who has proved the 
working value of prayer. Out of his own 
experience he has written a book that 
should be particularly helpful both to be- 
ginners in the Christian life and to the 
many who have never progressed far be- 
yond the beginner’s stage ir Christian ex- 
perience because they have never learned 
to pray. If such would read the book 
meditatively, a chapter'a day, and then 
carry out its precepts, they would soon be 
conscious of spiritual growth. 


Problems in the Prayer Life. By James 
O. Buswell, Jr., M.A., D.D. (The Bible 
Institute Colportage Association, Chicago, 
cloth, 75 cents; paper, 25 cents.) Those 
who recall the late Dr. Blanchard’s book 
on prayer will feel, on reading this book, 
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know ‘that you can endure anything that | that the new president of Wheaton is 


following in the footsteps of his prede- 
cessor in more ways than one. These 
pages reveal Dr. Buswell as possessed 
of the ability of saying much and sug- 
gesting more in a little space. The book. 
is valuable not merely for what it says: 
but for the manner in which it opens up 
many fruitful lines of thought that the 
pastor and teacher may develop more 
fully for themselves. The ground cov- 
ered by the seven chapters comprises the 
prayer of confession, consultation, peti- 
tion, intercession, thanksgiving, adoration, 
and dedication; but this summary of 
chapter headings’ cannot begin to reveal 
the breadth of the discussion each sub- 
ject opens ior us. For example, the 
chapter .on confession makes a brief but 
helpful ‘referétice to ‘the atonement, while 
the chapter on dedication includes strong 
paragraphs dealing with the questions 6 

the spiritual condition of the heathen an 

the division of moral responsibility be* 
tween themselves and the Christian who 
has failed to evangelize them. see 


Effectual Fervent Prayer. By Gordon 
A. Watt, M.A. (Morgan and Scott;. Ltd:, 
London, two shillings, sixpence.) Dr. 
Horton’s book calls us to begin to pray} 
Dr. Buswell, by a clarifying discussion 
of problems that perplex thoughtful 
“pray-ers,” helps us to-go on in prayer; 
but-this book bids-us press forward to:the 
highest use of prayer, its use as a weapon 
in spiritual warfare, and that not merely 
in our personal spiritual strife but in a 
co-operative ministry with God in the 
face of the challenge of world-wide evil 
forces. Mr. Watt writes, “Life is not 
infrequently a spiritual compromise rather 
than a spiritual conflict.” He sees too 
many who are content. with a passive 
acquiescence in the face of the predicted 
increase of hostility: to Christ’s kingdom 
in the latter days. He reminds us that 
Ged has never been passive in the face 
of the challenge of evil and that there- 
fore all who are. united to Christ should 
refuse to submit passively “to the. op- 
pression and antagonism of. the. powers 
of darkness’: but. instead .should “labour 
fervently -in*prayer” and set’ themselves: 
“aggressively in’ union with the Holy 
Spirit to resist the foe.” ..The .book :givesi 
us “the vision of the battlefield with all 
its possibilities and perils” and shows 
us how to align. ourselves with Jesus 
Christ so as. successfully to attack: the 
position of Satan and bring to his cap- 
tives deliverance. Certainly this is a 
book for the times. 

By. 


Bible History: Genesis to Esther. 
Andrew W. Blackwood. - (Fleming 
Revell Co., New York, $1.50.) Studies 
historical and personal show the applica- 
tions of Old Testament story to our own 
lives. The author’s aim has been to in; 
troduce busy people “to the abiding re- 
ligious: values of the historical books of 
the Old Testament,” and while giving due 
place to “human nature in the Bible” he 
has properly given prominence to the. 
outworkings of divine grace shown in 
each of these books, indicating also the 
bearing of these inspired teachings © on. 
practical problems of life today. To, 
gether with the clear, concise summaries: 
of the history of each book come dis- 
cerning analyses of their spiritual mes-, 
sages. However, the author properly 
points out that with all its variety and 
practical helpfulness, the Old Testament 
leaves us unsatisfied, for it “was divinely 


-intended to impress. us with a sense of in- 
‘completeness. The Old Testament. was. 


written to prepare for the coming of 
Christ, and these historical books. were. 
written to show the need for _his- coming, 
as well as to trace the religious develop- 
ment of the people through whom he 
came. ... As Christians, then, we should 


‘study Old Testament history in the light 


which streams upon it from Christ and 
his cross. .When we find the pages black 
with sin and shame, and other pages red 
with the blood of God’s suffering saints, 
we should remember what our human 
nature really is, apart from the grace of 
, and ‘how desperately our old world 
still n@eds the divine Redeemer.” 
A helpful feature of the studies is the 
inclusion of frequent charts summarizing 
various periods of other important parts 
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_ are six sermons of remarkable: depth, spir- 


- after He rose from the dead, is pro- 


Romans 16: 1-4; Philippians 2 : 25-30; Philemon 
Lesson for December 16. Acts 20 : 36-38; 


of the books. For example, there is a 
chart for the offerings prescribed in 
Leviticus, mentioning for each offering 
the kind of sacrifice to be made, the work 
of the offerer, the work of the priest, 
characteristics of the offering, and _ its 
meaning ; similarly the chart for the He- 
brew feasts gives for each feast the time 
of year, duration, those in attendance, 
characteristics, and present-day counter- 
part insofar as this is possible. Among 
others are also the chart on the ten great 
plagues, and the chart giving a compara- 
tive view of the Northern and Southern 
Kingdoms as to natural resources, peo- 
ple, government,” rulers, .religion, leading 
prophets, captivity, and later history. 


The Six Miracles of Calvary. By Wil- 
liam R. Nicholson, .D.D, With an Ap- 
preciation of the.Author by Josiah H. 
Penniman, Ph.D. (Bible Institute Col- 
portage Association, 843-845 North Wells 
Street, Chicago, 40 cents.) The Presi- 
dent. of the Moody Bible Institute, Dr. 
James M. Gray, has placed the Chris- 
tian people of this generation under deep 
obligation by directing their attention to 
the rich. writings of the late Bishop 
Nicholson, and for editing’ many of 
them, as he has this booklet. . Bishop 
Nicholson (1822-1901 ), for the last twenty 
years of his life Bishop. of the Re- 
formed Episcopal Church, was one of 
the greatest expository preachers in the 
history of the American,pulpit.. Here 


itual insight, characteristic scholarship, 
and great warmth of feeling. The six 
miracles. with which ‘he deals are the 
Darkness, the Rending -of the Veil, the 
Earthquake, the Opened Graves, the Un- 
disturbed Grave Clothes of Jesus, and the 
Revivals of Life in the Calvary Grave- 
yard— some, as he says,. “from the 
heavens, some from the earth, and some 
from under the earth.” If there exist 
sermons in our -language on these six 
miracles comparable to these in wealth 
of thought and profundity of interpre- 
tation, the reviewer does not know them. 
The sermon on-:the words, “And the 
graves. were; opened,” brings the reader, 
tense with awe and wonder, into the very 
holy«ofcholies of divine. revelation. Sug- 
gestions abound on: évery page. “But 
those graves were exposed from Friday 
afternoon till Sunday morning, exposed. 
before thousands of spectators.” His 
argument that the resurrection of these 
saints was not like that. of Christ him- 
self, but ‘like that of Lazarus, is con- 
clusive. His comment on the fact that 
while the graves were opened at Christ’s 
death, the dead did not ‘come forth until 


found: “His death was Hades opened; 
His resurrection, Hades made empty. His 
death is the grave torn asunder; His 
resurrection is the dead bodies of His 
saints walking forth from their graves 
in the life incorruptible and eternal!” No 
minister should let this little book’ escape 
his careful study. . 


The Coming Kingdom the Goal 
of Prophecy. By I. R. Dean, M.A. (Ap- 
proved-Books Store, 1721-1727 Spring 
Garden Street, Philadelphia, $1.50; post- 
paid, $1.60.) The kingdom of David, 
over’ which Christ is to reign forever, is 
the author’s theme, and he devotes him- 
self to those subjects which center about 
Israel’s future, and to an interpretation 
of the distinctive themes of Matthew 
which makes them refer’ not to the 
Church but to the Chosen People. This 
beloved teacher, ttow with the Lord; 
reached the’ niature conclusions found in 
this volume only after painful vicissitudes 
in his prophetic studies.: In 1918 he pub- 
lished a book on prophetic truth, “The 
Time of the End,” and in this he held 
that the Second Advent would not occur 
until certain things had transpired, and 
that the Church would be aware of the 
time; he also suggested a number of 
dates for some of the events of this period. 
In the present book he has abandoned the 
former idea, and entirely dropped all sug- 
gestions as to dates, and so again brings 
his teaching into conformity with that 
of the leading prophetic students of this 
generation. “I am frank to confess that 
I do not know when the Lord is coming, 





or when Israel is going to re-establish 
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their nation, or any other event of proph- 
ecy’ that is future. I only know that 
whatever God has promised He will 
surely fulfill.” These are wholesome 
words. 

The book is packed with valuable mat- 
ter. That Mr. Dean was a profound stu- 
dent of the Scriptures, and that the sub- 
jects of which he treats have been given 
long and searching consideration, is evi- 
dent on every page. Some of his state- 
ments, however, will not meet with gen- 
eral approval. That the Greek word 
sperma (seed) “always expresses blood 
relationship, and never merely legal re- 
lationship,” is hardly true in the light of 
Galatians 3:29. It is not necessary to 
say of the great promise of Genesis 3: 15 
that “if it were not for this prophecy it 
would be impossible for us to claim that 
Christ was the seed of David, and at the 
same time born of a virgin, without a 
human father,” for the truth of the vir- 


gin birth is adequately asserted elsewhere’ 


in the Scriptures. Very few students 
could follow the writer when, in speaking 
of the command of Christ that the dis- 
ciples were to go and baptize “in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost,” he claims that: they 
“did not obey the command, but went 
right on baptizing with the baptism of 
John” until Peter’s vision experience 
(Acts 10). Where is any evidence for 
believing that the three thousand on 
Pentecost, the Ethiopian eunuch (8: 38), 
the people of Samaria (8:12), and the 
apostle to the Gentiles himself (9: 18) 
were baptized with a pre-Christian bap- 
tism, and not unto Christ? 

The book has many fine passages. Clear 
light is thrown upon many of the more 
difficult aspects of kingdom truth. The 
treatment of the gaps in Israel’s chron- 
ology, of the First Resurrection, and of 


the Gospel of the kingdom, are especially. 


able and enlightening. 


The Betrayal of Jean Whitney. By 
Keith L. Brooks. (Biola Book Rooms, 
Los Angeles, Cal., 50 cents.) An old- 
time pastor is succeeded by a young man, 
up-to-date, a “good mixer” —and thor- 
oughly modernistic. He becomes popular 
with the younger set, but the spiritual 
element quickly, goes by the board. When 
challenged by some of the more earnest 
Christians, the new preacher answers in 
the evading terms so characteristic of 
much liberal,preaching today. To Jean 
Whitney, thoughtful and a leader among 
the girls, who asks him, “Can we depend 
on what the Bible says or not? — answer 
yes or no,” the best he can say is “Yes 
and no.” Jean is quick to see what this 
implies, and, to the horror of every one, 
slams her Bible to the floor, walks out, 
and disappears. In her moment of dis- 
illusionment she falls an easy prey to a 
tempter, and what follows is a nightmare 
— but she is rescued by the grace of God 
and comes to see the terrible results that 
may follow from rejecting God’s Word, 
so that her life is yet blessed in its close. 
In these days when the newspapers are 
filled with stories showing the results of 
unbelief as it is working out in the lives 
of young people, the story is not over- 
drawn, and may serve as a warning of 
what may happen in one’s life when 
God’s Word is cast overboard. 


The Boy Who Found Out. By Mary 
Hazelton Wade. (D. Appleton and Co., 
New York, $1.75.) The name of Henri 
Fabre is deservedly becoming _ better 
known in America. The son of hum- 
ble French peasants, and living most 
of. his life in the utmost simplicity — much 
of the time in dire poverty —he is now 
recognized as probably the greatest natu- 
ralist of our day, acclaimed by scientists 
for his achievements and revered by 
thinking Christians for his revelations of 
God’s works in His smallest creatures, 
Said Fabre to a friend, “I do not believe 
in God, because I see him in all things 
and everywhere” —that is, God was so 
real to him that “no mere statement of 
belief could express his sense of that 
Supreme Reality.” He was a great friend 
of Darwin, but the more he studied the 
lives of plants and animals, the surer he 
felt that the will of a heavenly Father 
guided and directed their activity at every 
step. And so the researches of this hum- 





ble scientist have contributed some of the 
most convincing evidences of the truths 
of Christianity. Henri’s heart was~filled 
with joy at nature’s wonders. His eyes 
were always wide open and he used his 
brains! This story of his life is written 
from the boy’s point of view. Boys will 
follow his adventures and mishaps with 
the greatest. sympathy, they will learn 
how. to observe, how to work out their 
own problems, and how to overcome dif- 
ficulties, and above all they will see the 
great Creator in the wonder of his-small- 
est works, 


Boys’ Life of the Wright Brothers. 
By Mitchell V. Charnley. (Harper and 
Brothers, New York, $2.) The develop- 
ment of aviation is proceeding so rapidly 
these days that almost every- week sees 


the recording of new achievements, new |) 


heroes, and greater efficiency and speed’ 
But time will not erase the memory of 
those early pioneers of the air who were 
more than the equals of our modern men 
in bravery, in skill, and in ingenuity. 
Foremost among these were the Wright 


brothers, Orville and Wilbur, the former. |, 


being still quietly at work at his “trade.” 
The author has given an account of their 
lives and efforts in a manner. that is sure. 
to captivate every. boy. We see their: 
early struggles, just as boys, with kites 
and with bicycles and “bats”; we see 
the scorn of their neighbors, and we re- 
joice in their. ultimate success. 


A Year’s Bible Course. B 
H. Morgan, Ph:D. (Oxford University 
Press, New York, $1.) There are eight 
books of the Bible which, thoroughly 
mastered, will enable one to grasp in 
some measure the grand sweep.of Scrip- 
ture. They are.Genesis, Psalms, . Isaiah, 
Matthew, John, Acts, Romans, and He- 
brews. Every Christian wants to under- 
stand these strong main lines. Here are 


brief outline studies of these “leading |. 


books,” followed by a chapter on each of 
the seven dispensations. There are chap- 
ters on types, the offerings, symbols, mys- 
teries, and parables. With Christ at the 
center of the entire revelation from God, 
a study of his life follows the progressive 
unfolding of truth concerning him, as re- 
vealed in the Law and the Prophets, and 
through the entire New Testament. There 
are sections on prophecy, personal Chris- 
tian life, and main Bible’ doctrines. ‘The 
entire course comprises fifty-two lessons 
or one year’s work. The course is taken 
largely from the notes in the Scofield 
Reference Bible, and it is suggested that 
this Bible be used in the study, although 
any other will do as well. ‘The studies 
are in paragraphs, brief and concise, and 
there are a number of illustrations and 
charts. Each lesson is followed by a 
set of questions. 


Why Believe It? By Delavan L. 
Pierson, M.A. (Christian Alliatice Pub- 
lishing Co., New York, $1.50.) Here is 
a most attractively written book of un- 
questionable scholarship, showing a well 
informed and highly trained mind, versed 
in the problems of the day and revealing 
a wide familiarity with the religious be- 
liefs of the world, and with the fields of 
science and philosophy. But it is equally 
evident that the author, son of the noted 
Dr. A. T. Pierson, is stanchly true to the 
Bible as the Word of God and Christ as 
the Son of God and the Saviour of the 
world. A feature of unusual interest and 
value for reference is found in the vari- 
ous sets of definitions. Clear and con- 
cise and fairly fascinating is the defining 
of many words in common use, and of 
positions that are held but not clearly 
understood. In the chapter, ‘“Founda- 
tions for Faith,” are defined such words 
as superstition, credulity, skepticism, athe- 
ism, agnosticism, infidelity, faith. In an- 
other chapter, “Can We Know God?” 
are given definitions of such well known 
but dimly understood terms as animism, 
polytheism, pantheism,- materialism, 
deism, theism, monotheism, and Christian. 
A well handled chapter discusses “Shall 
We Play?” and happily defines, with keen 
Christian insight, the proper use of glad, 
pleasure, pastime, amusement, diversion, 
relaxation, and recreation. They are not 
dry dictionary definitions, but the clear 
and kindly guidance of a trustworthy 
teacher and friend, and the Bible is al- 


Charles |. 
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OXFORD BIBLES 


IN THE NEW 


BASKET WEAVE 
BINDING 


OXFORD INDIA PAPER EDITION 


No, matter how many other Bibles your friend 
may have—one.of these new Oxford editions 
will be sure to. please. ‘The antique calf cover 
has'a basket-weave pattern grain, and an art 
silk hning, The cover has overlapping edges 
and a button clasp. Has pure gold over red 
edges; and silk book-mark, 


0 Splendid gift 
editions, . 








Nos. 

03255. with 50,000 center column references. 
Printed on Oxford India paper, size 
6%x4% inmches,....... $5.50 

. 01255x As 03255x, without references, size 

: 536x3%4x% inches. .... . $4.25 

, New TESTAMENTS 

Two utyles printed on Oxford India paper, 
alsoin the new Basket Weave binding, Bisex? 





: Bi type editions, small size volumes. 
"-075x Size 3%x2% inches, ... .~. . $2.00 
‘O375x Size 454x2% inches. ..... 3.00 
_. * At all Booksellers or from the Publishers 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 

114 Firrn Avenue, | New York 


ACT AS OUR AGENT! 


Earn money either for yourself, or your pe mee te 
Sell our 21 card assortment of beautiful, steel engraved 
Christmas Cards, lithographed in bright colors. Costs 
you 50c per set pa tage. Sells for $1.00. Te 
see these beautiful cards is to want them. Send 6se 
for sample box teday. 


I. ROBBINS & SON 
203-207 Market St. Pittsburgh, Pa. 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 
tHE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-schoot teaching worth while! 


ei 2 regard the ‘Illustrator’ as being the Jes? J can 
get. . NV. Henshaw. Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


1F YOU are interested in knowing the Best Books 
for Christian Homes, Religious, Devotional, Bible 
Aids, Bibles, Good Clean Fiction for, Grown-U 
Children’s Books, etc., then write for FREE co va 
our new Catalogue. SMITTER BOO es -D, 
513 Eastern Ave., S. E. Grand Rapids, Mich. 

































Men or women’ earn $25 to$soa week at home, 
All or part time. Fascinating work. Nothing te 
sell. We teach you at home. Furnish all tools 
and materials. ARTCRAFT STUDIOS. 
Dept. 76 427 Diversey Parkway Chicago 








| "=" Victorious 
ervice Songs | 


Before Making Your Decision. 


This splendid 206-pens ‘ £2 
All Purpose Churc *. ~ 
Song Book was planned ff * : 
to meet the needs of the @ , 
entire Church, ¥ 





_A wonderful collec- 
tion of Sacred + pub. 
lished in both Round and 
Shaped notes. (Come 
plete Orchestration.) 
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The Sunday School Times 
As a Christmas Gift 


Offers a year-round remembrance 
in its every week visits! 


Some of the special articles that will appear in the coming year — 


A Christian lawyer tells how he meets infidel rationalists on 


their own ground 


—and wins them over. 


He has had the joy of 


seeing rationalistic unbelievers completely swing around, by facing, 
as they never had before, the arguments against their unbelief. He 
will tell his story in a remarkable series commencing this winter, and . 
running into the early part of the new year. 


Our Assurance 
of Infant Salvation 


A series of searching studies on this important question, — articles 
from Dr. James M. Gray, President of Moody Bible Institute; Dr. 
A, C. Gaebelein, Editor of “Our Hope’; the Rev. William W. Rugh, 
Vice President and Associate Dean, Bible Institute of Pennsylvania ; 
Dr. William L. Pettingill, formerly Dean of the Philadelphia School 
of the Bible; and Dr. Caspar Wistar Hodge, Princeton Theological 


What is 
Pentecost’s Message Today ? 


A well-known Bible teacher has made a sane, Scriptural study of 
this vital subject. He examines the teachings of Pentecostal leaders, 
and_gives satisfying conclusions, from the Word of «God, which every 


Seminary. 


Christian may well h 


These are just some of the special articles in store for Times 
readers. And in addition to these there are the regular features with 
which you as a reader of the Times are‘so familiar. But isn’t it a 
bit surprising even to you to see at a glance how many: good things 
there really are in the Times? Here they are — Leading Editorials; - 
Notes on Open Letters; Survey of Religious Life and Thought; up- 
to-the-minute news of discoveries in Bible lands; Girls’ Problems 
discussed by Mother Ruth; discriminating book reviews; sane study 
of Bible prophecy; efficient methods. of church and Sunday-school 
work; and a dozen rich helps on the International Sunday School 


Lessons, — 


The Lesson as a Whole; The Lesson “Prose Poem”; Ques- 
tions for Teachér and Class; The Busy Men’s Corner; This 
Week’s Teaching Principle; The Illustration Round-Table; 
From the Platform; For Primary Teachers; Your Class of 
Girls ; “Say, Fellows”; Little Jetts Teach the Lesson; Pace’s 


Christian Cartoons. 


Doesn't this make a very worth while gift for several of your 
friends? Those teaching in Sunday-school or active in the church; 
those interested in various phases of Bible study, or those eager to 
learn more of the deeper things of the Christian life and service? 


Two dollars a year is indeed a small sum for such a gift, —and 
there is ample testimony that many have found this a priceless, trans- 
forming gift that has brought untold blessing into their lives. 


You can send the Times to five of your friends at the club rate 


of $1.50 for each subscription. 


To each one to 
whom you send the 
Times as a Christmas 
gift we will send an 
engraved card an- 
nouncing that the 
paper will come each 
week throughout the 
year, as your gift. 


Why not make up a 
“Christmas Club”. of 
five names right now? 
Just list the names 
and addresses on a 
letter. sheet, and clip 
it to the coupon prop- 
erly filled in. For 
less than five names, 
the rate is $2.00 for 
each subscription. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N.- Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Gentlemen: Please send The Sunday 
School Times as a Christmas gift to each 
of the names listed on the accompanying 
sheet. I enclose $...... fore 2555. . 
subscriptions at $2.00 each (or $1.50 each 
for five or more subscriptions). 
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ways the final source-Book and appeal, 
The book speaks with unmistakable con- 
viction on every fundamental of the 
Christian faith As a Christian apolo- 
getic for thé popular mind it would be 
hard to conceive of a work to surpass it. 
While particularly suitable for young 
people, college and high school students, 
it will be found refreshing and strength- 
ening to the most mature Christian, and 
will help men and women everywhere to 
get their bearings in the midst of spiritual 
confusion. 


The System Bible Study. (System 
Bible Study Co., Chicago.) As dignified 


in appearance as the Bible itself, hand- }» 


somely bound in leather, divinity circuit 
with red under gold edges, this notable 
work. is in reality a system of Bible study 
helps of unusual scope and value. Some 
of the features that will appeal to the 
average teacher or Bible student are the 
following: Complete chronological charts 
of both Old and New Testament events, 
prepared by such scholars as Dr. John R. 
Sampey and Dr. A. T. Robertson; a tab- 
ulating of the miracles of the Old Testa- 
ment, their object or occasion, place, and 
Scripture record; a classifying of the 
miracles of Christ, as miracles of raising 
the dead, of casting out devils, of healing, 
of supply, of judgment, of deliverance, 
and those not wrought directly by him 
but attesting his divinity, and followed by 
the miracles of the disciples. Another tabu- 
lation of interest is that of the answered 
prayers of the Old and New Testament, by 
whom offered, subject or nature of peti- 
tion, and where recorded. There is a 
complete classified tabulation of the par- 
ables of the Old Testament and New, and 
a number of maps and photographs of 
Bible lands. The second section is largely 
a classification of Scripture, with text 
printed out in full, of such subjects as 
the laws of the Bible, prophecies and their 


fulfillment, the teaching or words_ of-4 


Christ given under subjects, a harmony 
of the four Gospels in parallel columns, 
text printed in full, and the “Interwoven 
Gospels,” Scripture quotations most 
widely used and classified by subjects, 
precious promises of the Bible, and an 
unusual collection called “The Gospel 
of Sunshine,” _— a cheering verse 
for each day of the year. The book is 
the. work of a number of contributors, 
and it is to be regretted that in one im- 
portant section, the “Historical Digest,” 
there are some slight but unfortunate con- 
cessions to the critical viewpoint as op- 
posed to the “traditional view,” though 
not committing the work to them. Each 
section is carefully indexed, and there 
is a Master Index to the whole. 


Basket Weave Bibles. (Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, New York.) Too often the 
dainty or de luxe editions of a book are 
not so durable. as the ordinary volume 
in substantial binding. But Bibles in the 
new basket weave. binding are a happy 
exception ; beautiful and unusual in.a way 
that marks them at once as unique gifts, 
they have also been prepared for long 
and hard service. The basket design is 
heavily grained into the binding, the rich 
brown leather will not easily soil, and a 
button-clasp serves to keep the covers in 
good shape. The King James Version is 
used, on Oxford India paper, with maps; 
$4.25 in the handy small edition, $5.50 in 
larger edition with references, $9 in the 
Scofield Reference edition, and $2 and $3 
for vest pocket Testaments, all editions 
in handsome divinity circuit. 


Christian Interpretation of American 
History. By G. Heyns and G. E. Roelofs. 
(National Union of Christian Schools, 
10657 Wentworth Avenue, Chicago. Imi- 
tation leather binding, $2.) A genuinely 
Christian interpretation is’ given to the 
history of the United States, with illumi- 
nating chapters on the foundation prin- 
ciples underlying the sound treatment of 
history. Many practical hints on the best 
methods of teaching history are included, 
and with the six chapters covering more 
than a hundred pages on the various 
periods of American history are sugges- 
tions to teachers, with questions and 
topics for class discussion. The authors 
wisely utter this word of warning: “His- 
tory writing today is largely under the 
influence. of the evolutionistic theory, 
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which regards all historical events as 
attributable to the same final cause, and 
holds that such events follow one another 
according to a law of continuous devel- 
opmient ., . traceable to the very nature 
of man and society; they seek to explain 
history apart from any consideration of 
any supernatural force —they leave God 
out of the reckoning.” But in this beau- 
tifully bound volume, in handy pocket 
size, this false interpretation is never 
found; God’s providential dealings are 
clearly pointed out, and America’s fre- 
markable story is correspondingly en- 
riched. 


Beggars of the Sea. By Stephen Elmer 
Slocum. (Minton, Balch and Co., New 
York, =) Americans too often for- 
get that the seeds of liberty, both religious 
and national, were sown in the Nether- 
lands,~and that in a bloody, cruel war 
with Spain waged for eighty years was 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, _Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South. American countries. 
These rates ‘i le postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five: years, $7:50. * 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or.in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per’ year. . 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES | 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25. cents 
for postage to thése rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add S®@ cents for postage. i 


Christian Youth : 
Christian: Youth is published weekly 
at the folléwing rates, payable in advance, 
in the United. States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. See 
75 cents—One copy, or any number 
less than five, 75 cents each, per year. 
2.cents—Five or more copies, ina 
package to one address, 52 cents each, 
per year. 
The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


A SOUND BOOK ° 
of American History 


History Manual for Teachers 
By G. Heyns, Ph.D., and G. Roelofs, A.B. 


SOMETHING NEW 


A book which teachers and lovers of history 

have long been looking for. 175 pages; beau- 
tifully bound, leather effect; $2.00 = 

National Union of Christian Schools 


10657 Wentworth A 


The Smallest Bible on Earth__ 
About size of a postage stamp and contains 2 iges 
of’ the New Testament. Strongly bound. in Yont, 
inexpensive gift. Only 2s5c each, or6 for $1,00, post- 

paid and “‘guarantee@i#’ Og 
VICTOR COLLINS CO., 197 Fulton St., Brooklyn, N. ¥. 
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Learn Another Man's Language 2 'P¢52*°: S35 
Method for Spanish, French, German, Italian, Rus- 
sian, Portuguese, Japanese. Price, $1.75. Overa mil- 
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‘Lesson for December 16. Acts 20 : 36-38; 


Romans 16: 1-4; Philippians 2 : 25-30; Philemon 
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hewn a pathway to freedom that was a 
starting point for many another brave 
struggle. A stirring tale gives a true re- 
flection of the times when the hardy 
Dutchmen waged their courageous strug- 
gle against the fierce odds of a much 
more numerous and relentlessly cruel 
Spanish army and navy, with horrors of 
the Inquisition and the infamous Blood 
Council. : As in our own “Boston Tea 
Party,” the Netherlanders had their roy- 
stering patriots, oft given to coarse ways 
and angry vengeance, though whole- 
hearted in their service to the cause. Such 
conditions are reflected in the story, but 
in contrast one can rejoice in the more 
quiet and thoughtful and consecrated 
Christian devotion of the many who suf- 
fered or went bravely to their death sus- 
tained by a living faith in an all-sufficient 
Saviour. The famous siege of Leiden, 
the flooding of the countryside to keep 
the Spaniards out, and a thrilling battle 
on skates, are among the many stirring 
incidents that are woven into the well told 
and historically true story. 


The Gospel for an Age 
of Thought 


By A. Z. Conrad, D.D. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, $2.) 


ccm fine old spire of Park Street 
Church, rising above the elms of 
Boston Common, appears on the jacket 
of Dr. Conrad’s new book. This spire 
has been in the life of New England 
a symbol of the things that cannot be 
shaken. It is with the things that can- 
not be shaken that this book deals. 

Here are fine, strong sermons, — epi- 
grammatic yet logically developed, true.to 
the last word to the Gospel of Christ and 
the person of Christ. The chapter on 
“The Validity of Christian Experience” 
is so convincing and so powerful a piece 
of Christian apologetic that it might 
well be separately printed for mass cir- 
culation. It would clear many doubts 
in college ‘heads in short order. 

Dr. Conrad has obviously been reading 
the antinomian psychology of our day. 
He subjects it to.a passing but sharp crit- 
icism, and then, taking its characteristic 
terms, — identification, transference, in- 
stinct, expression, and so on, he constructs 
an informal Christian psychology both 
ingenious and persuasive. For, as he says 
and exemplifies, “A genuine Christian 
psychology is a very great aid to our un- 
derstanding of the Gospel as God’s 
method of salvation.” 

The book abounds in forceful and acute 
observation. For example: “Nothing is 
more untrue than the statement that it 
matters not what you believe if only you 
live right.. A man never lives right who 
does not believe the truth. We are told 
that Christianity is not a doctrine but 
‘a way of life’ It is doubtful whether 
there was ever so much sophistical un- 
truth put into a single sentence as in 
that one. Jesus Cuarist was the Truth 
before he could ever become the Way.” 

Present-day utterance, in default of 
genius or originality, has recourse too 
often to paradox and even to_ foolish 
paradox. Dr. Conrad does not need this 
instrument nor is he disinclined to brand 
its use. “There are some modern psy- 
chologists who write of sin as an act of 
the soul reaching out after God. Such 
talk is inane. Sin is turning away from 
God, not reaching after him. The whole 
world is guilty before its own conscience 
and before God, and knows it. Sin is sin 
and cannot be excused or explained away. 
It is to be treated redemptively or not 
at all.” Concerning the patter about 
“self-expression” he says: “The trou- 
ble today is the insistence upon self-ex- 
pression while self is still far from God 
and when its manifestation would be an 
expression of evil rather- than of good. 
When the soul has experienced regen- 
erating grace, self-expression cannot be 
too zealous in manifestation.” 


‘ ° 

the experience of the disciples of Jesus 
to limit prayer to its subjective influence. 
It is an open question whether man would 
pray at all were it not for the confident 
expectation of a direct and definite re- 
sponse on God’s part.” i. 

Dr. Conrad opposes church unity when 
it implies surrender of fundamental. posi- 
tions. The church unity he bespeaks'’ is 
a spiritual one. -What will effect this? 
“Just one thing,” he answers: “Making 
the supreme objective soul-winning. The 
evangelical appeal exercises, the most 


unity.” 
Finally one would call attention to a 
passage in the sermon entitled “The 
Knowable Nazarene” (p. 92),.a.sermon 
which is an entirely satisfactory answer 
to the weak, ignorant, and unchristian 
book by Bruce Barton, ‘The Man No- 
body Knows.” It closes the sermon, and 
is Dr. Conrad’s tender, whole-hearted, 
personal, affirmative statement of faith 
in “the Christ I know.” 


powerful influence in effecting Christian 
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| A Jewish Rabbi 


Found the Messiah 


and is now preaching the 
Gospel, not only among the 
2,000.000 Jews of Greater 
New York, but,through the 
printed page, is reaching 
thousands of Jews in Rus- 
sia, Poland, Palestine. He 
issues a monthly paper en- 
titled *‘ The Chosen Peo- 
. ple.’ This paper tells 
Ex-Rabbi Leopold Cohn about the persecutions, 

hard work and glorious 
victories experienced in the thrilling world-wide 
work of the American Board of Missions to the 
Jews, Inc. It is considered by many Bible students 
the most helpful paper on Prophecy and the 
Jews published in America. Read it. 


OUR OFFER: Send us $1.00 and we will 
mail you “ The Chosen People’ for one year, one 
copy of the hfe-story of Ex-Rabbi Leopold Cohn, 
and six assorted leaflets on the Jewish Question. 
' Atid remember, your’*money back if you are not 
satisfied. Address 


“THE CHOSEN PEOPLE” 
27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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At all booksellers, or from the pub. 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, “K a4 





4 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 








The Canadian Sunday School Mission 


Rev. J. LLOYD HUNTER, Supt., 840 Strathcona St., Winnipeg, Man. 
Interdenominational, Home Missionary,Evangelical, Fundamental. ARural Evangelizing Agency 


WHAT DOES IT DOP Organizes and supervises Sunday-schools; distributes Scriptures and Gospel 
literature ; visits in the homes ; holds Gospel services; trains the people to evangelize their own district. 

WHERE ? In any rural neighborhood in Western Canada otherwise unreached by Christian effort, 
especial!y where denominational work is impracticable. 

WHY. NECESSARY? Because ruralidistricts are increasingly neglected spiritually. Because the 
country produces a large percentage of our leaders in business and professions. Necause an even 
larger percentage of our ministers and missionaries come from the country. 

WHAT IS THE RESPONSE? Whole communities become interested in the study of the Bible. 
Fathers and mothers with their children accept Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. Family altars are 
setup. Young people ofier themselves for training and Christian service. 


THE FIELDS ARE WHITE UNTO THE HARVEST.” Pray ye therefore the Lord of the h 
Hi HE would send forth labourers into HIS harvest.” Gifts for the work pede te sont > sities. 


Rev. J. MACKIE NIVEN, Treas. (Dept. S. S.), 184 Alexander Ave., Winnipeg, Man. 
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Today at 


first time. 


Wheaton just now? 
The time is ripe! 


about Wheaton ? 
Please write to 





That is quite as well said as any para- 
dox, with the additional advantage of 
being true. 

To those who by depreciating petition 
make of prayer a mere ghost of its real- 

















ity he says, “It is entirely contrary to 


WHEATON COLLEGE 
WHEATON, ILLINOIS. 


The campus is running over with these 
young folks who want the best education 
and opportunity that life can give. 


They have come for that purpose from 34 
states and 13 foreign lands! 


They are here because Wheaton is what 
it is in Christian spirit, educational effective- 
ness, scholastic standards and charm of life. 


- Who shall say but that increased treasures 
of the Kingdom should be available for 


J. OLIVER BUSWELL, Jr. 


~ 


Wheaton 


IVE HUNDRED students are here this 

year. There would be more than a 
hundred extra if only. Wheaton | College 
could accommodate them. 


296 former students are at home again on 
the campus: 204:others are with us for the 








Are you ready? 
Will you let us send you more information 
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“The People Are ee 4 


for the Scriptures” 


—A Salvation Army Officer who spent sixteen years in South America 


HE blessing of God rested upon the Million Testaments for 

China Campaign in a marvelous manner. Thus far nearly 
g00,o00 Testaments have been actually distributed, while funds 
have been provided for over 930,000 copies. In answer to prayer 
the distribution was carried out at probably the most critical hour 
of China’s history during the past century. To God be all the 
praise! 


Now the Lord has led in am unmistakable manner to a simi- 
lar campaign for the 90,000,000 people of Latin America,— 
Mexico, Central and South America, and the West Indies. Presi- 


.dent-elect Hoover’s *‘good will’’ visit to Latin America is. a 


strikingly providential preparation for a continent-wide distribu- 
tion of the Book that brought light and blessing to North America, 
while South America lay shrouded in darkness. 


Four hundred. years ago Spanish and Portuguese adventurers 
went to South America seeking for GOLD. Three hundred years 


ago British and Dutch pilgrims went to North America seeking 
for GOD. What astonishing® réSults have. followed! In South 
America, — superstition “and ignoraneé because the people were 
deprived of the Word of God. In North America,— unparalleled 
prosperity, and all the blessings that flow forth from an open 
Bible. Now, after 400 years of darkness, the opportunity has 
come to give the Word to Latin America. Religious liberty has 
at last been proclaimed by the republics. The doors are wide 
open. Just now is the crucial moment for a continent-wide cru- 
sade to give the people the Bible in their own tompueés and dialects. 
The chief languages of Latin America até Spanish and Portugese. 
Most of the Testaments will be printed in: these tongues, while 
the remainder will be issued in various Indian dialects. 


A missionary in Brazil said he felt led to offer a copy of the 
Scriptures to anyone in the meetings he addressed who was 
desirous of reading the Book, and that im every case the person 
who xead the Book had been led to Christ. 


Will You Help Your “Wounded” Neighbors? 


We ask you to heip in giving God’s Word to the perishing 
miilions of Latin America for two reasons : 
# First.—Because for 400 years the peoples of these 
lands have been kept in superstition and ignorance be- 
cause deprived of the Word of God. Like the traveler 
from Jerusalem .to Jericho, they are lying ‘‘ wounded’’ 
by the wayside. Will you have compassion on them 
and pour in the healing balm of the Word of God ; or 
will you, like the priest and Levite, ‘‘pass by on the 
other side’’ ? 


Second.—We ask you to give a donation ‘as a Bt 
thank offering for all the blessings you and your loved =. — 
ones have received from the Word of God’ ante the tg. 
past 360 years of an open Bible. “a 


Our appeal is twofold: compassion for perishing souls ; and 
gratitude for blessings received. Will you respond? Or will you 
turn away your eyes and heart from your ‘‘ wounded neighbors ’’ 
in Latin America? 


Let your gift be worthy of the blessings received from the 
Bible, and commensurate with the dire need of the perishing 
millions in Latin America. Address : 


THE MILLION TESTAMENTS CAMPAIGN, 1505 Race St., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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